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CONVERSATION VIII. 


Mother—‘‘Doctor, I was sorry you had to leave so abruptly at your 
last visit—just in the midst of that interesting subject—physical recrea- 
tion versus brilliant accomplishments, was it not?” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, and here is a paragraph from Canon Kings- 
ley upon the subject of physical education. He says: ‘When in- 
structors teach girls not merely to understand the Greek tongue, but 
to copy somewhat of the Greek training, of that music and gymnastic, 
which helped to make the cleverest of the old world the ablest race 
likewise, they will earn the gratitude of the patriot and physiologist, 
by doing their best to stay the downward tendencies of the physique, 
and therefore ultimately of the morals of the coming generation of 
women.’ ” 

Mother—‘‘Doctor, you think, then, that one’s physical condition 
has much to do with the character of the person ?” 

Doctor—‘‘It certainly has, madam. The health of the body has 
much influence upon the emotional nature or the disposition, and the 
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latter has a great deal to do with the moulding of character. Persons 
who are perfectly sound in body seldom, if ever, commit a crime. 
This philosophical and sympathetic relation of the body to the emo- 
tional character was understood to some extent in England and France 
many years ago by some intelligent persons who made no profession 
of medical attainments, but I regret to know that in our own country 
at this iate day, many of our physicians have but little knowledge of 
this feature in the economics of medicine, and give no attention to its 
study.” 

Mother—‘‘Well, I think they ought to give it a great deal of atten- 
tion, when, as you say, it has such an important significance among 
high attainments in their profession.” 

Doctor—‘‘In the one question of digestion, Sydney Smith said, 
many years ago, that it was the great secret of life, and that charac- 
ter, talents, virtues and qualities are powerfully affected by beef, mut- 
ton, pie crust, and rich soups. He further remarked that he had often 
thought that he could feed or starve men into many virtues, and affect 
them more successfully with the instruments of cookery, than Timotheus 
could formerly do with his lyre.” 

Mother—‘‘He did, indeed, consider a pertect digestion of great im- 
portance.” 

Doctor—‘*Now, when a girl or woman is in ill health, has one or 
more organs diseased, the muscles all enfeebled, her nerves shat‘ered, 
and consequently a general depression of mind and body, nothing but 
the aid of a Divine power can enable that poor creature to be cheer- 
ful, vivacious and sweet-tempered, if only in a moderate degree; and 
even this assistance will sometimes fail, because in such a state of 
‘ health the nerves are actually beyond the invalid’s control to a very 
great extent, and she is irresponsible for their action. By a physio- 
logical law, a healthy state of the nervous organism is the very basis 
of elasticity of the mind and the disposition, and without it, how can 
a person be cheerful, pleasant and patient at all times?” 

Mother—‘‘Since you mention this, Doctor, [ remember how often 
I have seen corresponding instances, and sometimes in myself, when 
ill, and also in my daughter Mary, when her health was failing.” 

Doctor—‘‘Very true, madam, and children, and also adults, 
are very often rebuked for being impatient and ill-tempered when they 
really cannot help it. It is cruel as well as unwise to do this, and 
will retard the recovery of the patient.” 

Mother—‘‘Then, how shall we do, Doctor, when attending as nurses 
upon such cases ?” 

Doctor—‘‘In the first place, have a sympatheticand intelligent con- 
viction that no sick person can possibly feel, in mind or body, like one 
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‘in good health, and of course, cannot act as one would when in that 
normal condition. Let the patient see and feel that you have this 
sympathy and knowledge, and instead of harshly reproving the impa- 
tience, irritable temper, and sometimes hysterical burst of tears and 
fault-finding, try to soothe the poor, quivering nerves with gentle kind- 
ness, and after the paroxysm is over talk with the patient affectionately, 
and tell her that while you know she cannot avoid having those feel- 
ings in a great measure, yet to try as much as possible to be quiet and 
cheerful, since this will do much towards her recovery.” 

Mother—‘‘I have often noticed that when sick persons were scolded 
for being irritable, it increased their excitement and frequently ended 
in hysterical sobs that seemed to’exhaust the strength of the patient.” 

Doctor—‘‘Of course, and augmented her suffering by unnecessary 
excitation of the already quivering nerves. I repeat, it is unfeeling, 
and is folly to scold a sick person when in this condition; and, not 
only every physician and professional nurse should know this, but it 
ought to be taught the members of every family.” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, indeed, and I think, Doctor, that the impatience and 
ill-temper on the part of the patient could be much avoided, perhaps, 
altogether, if they received proper attention, and everything about 
them was kept bright and cheerful and pleasantly quiet.” 

Doctor—‘‘It certainly could, to a great extent, and the whims and 
caprices of a patient can be indulged without allowing the indulgence 
to go so far as to really be injurious.” : 

Mother—‘‘I know it requires some one with a kind, feeling heart, 
and with much patience and intelligence to properly meet all these 
difficulties when attending the sick.” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, it does, madam, but when acting in the capacity of 
a sick nurse we should all adopt these measures, because it is our duty, 
and because we like to be treated in this manner when we are ill our- 
selves.” 

Mother—‘‘On the principle, I suppose, that the golden rule is an 
excellent one at the bedside of sick persons as well as everywhere 
else.”’ 

Doctor—‘‘It certainly is, especially in cases like your daughter 
Mary’s, and in every instance when young girls are approaching the 
age of puberty, whether they are in good health or otherwise, they 
should be treated with much kindness and affection. At this time the 
nervous system of a girl is peculiarly sensitive, and to speak to her 
harshly, or excite her to anger, will cause her much mental suffering, 
demoralize the amiability of her disposition, and seriously interfere 
with a vigorous, healthy change from girlhood to the condition of a 
woman.” 
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Mother—‘‘I have read, somewhere, that when one’s body is in a 
nervous, unhealthy state it acted as a constant irritant and flame to the 
mind, and of course, every harsh or unkind word adds fuel to the 
fire.” 

IJoctor—‘‘Very true, madam, but take a girl or woman who has had 
a perfect physical training, who has been accustomed from infancy to: 
sleep in cool, well ventilated rooms, to eat simple, plain food, exercise 
much in health-giving work and recreation, drink pure, cold water, 
and bathe in it daily, practice temperate, prudent, regular habits in all 
things; and who has been taught the laws of health and life, and how 
to obey them, so she would know what was demanded of her health 
and strength, and she is, per force, amiable, sweet-tempered, difficult 
to vex or excite to anger.” 

Mother—‘‘But, ah! Doctor, how few we find who are difficult to 
excite to anger! I have seen young girls get into a passion because a 
piece of ribbon bought for them was not the exact shade, or “ a 
dress-skirt was an inch too short or too long.” 

Doctor—‘‘It is not surprising, madam, when we consider that if a 
girl’s physical education has been deficient, that of her,morals will be 

of the same character. But take a girl or woman that has had a 
proper physical training, as I have just mentioned, and you will find 
that this education gives her, besides amiability of temper, cheerful- 
ness, vivacity, beauty, vigor of mind as well as body, warmth of 
heart, and also moral stability, more surely than could have been done 
under opposite conditions.” 

Mother—‘‘It is intensely interesting to me, Doctor, to learn how 
much is involved in the training of children, especially our girls, and 
yet the responsibility is so great I almost shrink from the duty.” 

Doctor—‘‘ Yes, madam, but while that is true, the very importance 
of the duty ought to make the faithful discharge of it dear to every 
mother’s heart. As you say, the subject is intensely interesting. I 
know of none more so in the whole range of science, and while the 
physical training of our children, which by the way should be kept up: 
until they are matured and sufficiently informed to continue it them- 
selves, while this training involves so much responsibility, it is a 
most delightful duty. It is a beautiful, and even a sublime work to be 
a co-laborer with the Creator in making his human handiwork perfect 
in physical, moral and mental development.” 

Mother—‘‘ But, Doctor, is it indeed in our power to do this ?” 

Doctor—‘‘It is, madam, In a former conversation I think I told 
you that the mother, aided by the father, can have and should have 
the ability to give their offspring, both as children and as men and 
women, perfect development in all these things. It will be more’ 
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surely accomplished if the education begins before birth. When the 
mother and father are feeble in health, the child will be very often 
physicaily unsound. If they are subject to anger, malice, strife and 
other evil passions, the child will also partake of their nature, and 
when the mother never lifts her mind to anything higher than social 
backbiting, sensational novels or the follies of dress and fashion,’and 
-the father is fond of coarse and evil associations, the child will have 
the same low taste, and small mental and moral power.” 

Mother—‘* Such results do seem perfectly natural, and upon philo- 
sophic principles.” 

Doctor—‘‘ Yes, madam, and the demonstration can be followed 
out indefinitely, but it is a solemn truth we cannot get rid of, that both 
parents, and more especially the mother, make these children, these 
young men and women we see on the streets and elsewhere ; they 
mold them as surely as the potter does the piece of clay in his hands. 
If you could see the perfection of a human being in both father and 
mother, you would also find it in their children.” 

Mother—‘‘ Oh! Doctor, I see so mtich more now than I ever have 
before and so clearly upon this all important subject. I think you are 
right in urging and reiterating your advice and suggestions. {I have no 
doubt you find in your practice many cases of deficient training in the 
health of girls.” 

Doctor—‘‘I do indeed, madam, some of them very sad, and all 
could have been avoided by the necessary intelligence on the part of 
parents and teachers, and proper attention to the health of girls. I 
had one case of a young girl with curvature of the spine, caused by 
running up four flights of steps every day to reach the room where she 
attended school. Another one, approaching the age of puberty, had 
not sufficient blood and muscular power to successfully effect the 
change. I advised her father, even urged it upon him, to take her 
from school for twelve months at least, and to use every hygienic 
measure as regards exercise, recreation and ‘all others that would give 
his young daughter more vitality and robustness of health, and warned 
him if he did not, he might expect distressing, if not fatal results.” 

Mother—‘* And did he not take your advice ?” 

Doctor—‘‘ No, madam, I was only laughed at for my pains. ‘The 
young girl was kept on in the same way, body and mind overtaxed, 
became more feeble every day, and finally died, not because the disease 
itself was necessarily fatal, but because the patient did not have suff- 
cient vitality to overcome an ordinary fever. I, as attending physi- 
cian, was held responsible for her death.” 

Mother—‘‘ That was very unjust and unkind of the parents, after 
they had disregarded your advice.” 
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Doctor—‘‘In this case, the mother would have taken my advice if 
the father had allowed her to do so before it was too late. So you see 
the obligation rests upon both parents, as I have said, in regard to: 
the health of their daughters.” 


Mother—-‘‘I see that it does. But, Doctor, I and nearly all mo- 
thers are delinquent in talking to our daughters at the proper time, so. 
as to impress them with -the vital importance of everything that per- 
tains to their health. I would be glad if you would tell me how I 
shall talk to them about these things.” 


Doctor—‘‘ Yes, madam, I know it is a troublesome subject to mo- 
thers, but I do not see why they should have more disinclination to: 
advise their daughters upon this very important subject, than they: 
have to talk to them about the cultivation of their personal appearance 
and the fashion of a dress. In the first place mothers should divest 
the subject of their daughters’ health, and also that of their boys, of all 
Salse modesty ; until they do this their children will have an idea there 
is something indelicate about the cultivation of their health, and 
will therefore think some things that pertain to it must be concealed 
from their parents. 

Mother—‘‘And will perhaps talk about it improperly among them- 
selves.” 

Doctor—‘‘Certainly, madam, and children of nearly all ages_ will 
also get this impression of indelicacy in regard to their health, from 
hearing the subject spoken of by persons who will treat it coarsely and 
roughly. Boys will hear it upon the streets, or in other places, from 
dissolute men or vicious boys, and it will be handled in the presence 
of girl, by some immodest and flippant schoolmate or indiscreet wo- 
man, in a manner that will divest the subject of its purity, delicacy, 
and, shall I say, sacredness ?” 


Mother—‘‘I think so, Doctor, for when looked at properly, the 
purity and delicacy of the subject should give it an air of sacred- 
ness.” 

Doctor—‘‘This coarse or indiscreet manner of treating it will have 
a bad effect upon the morals of a boy or girl, and to the latter espe- 
cially, if she is timid and sensitive, it will do injury both in mind and 
health by unduly exciting her imagination and investing this change in 
her life with a kind of horror, and with: fears that are groundless.” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, I know this from my own experience as a young 
girl; I was for some time very ignorant about these things, and I had 
these same fears and imaginary horrors.” 

Doctor—‘‘And all girls will have them if it is not avoided by the 
proper instruction and watchfulness of the mother, or some kind and 
intelligent lady friend. As I have tried to show you, my dear madam, 
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not only an important physical question is here involved, but aiso a 
moral one of much significance in the training of our young people. 
While the mother is giving her young daughter all this necessary in- 
formation, the father, in the same delicate and reverent manner, 
should teach his little boys the origin of their being; tell them what 
their mother suffered to give them life, and what a sacred thing that 
life is in the sight of the Creator, and should be held so by them, and 
be prescrved in perfect health and vigor. The father would thus 
quiet in the mind of his boys the anxiety which they all will have in 
regard to the mystery of life, and also take away the vulgar curiosity 
in regard to its solution. But, better still, the boys would then grow 
up with a sympathy, respect and affection for their mother they would 
not have under other circumstances.” 

Mother—‘‘I never thought of this before, Doctor, and I can now 
see plainly which is the better way.” 

Doctor——‘‘Yes, madam, and as I have said, if the father neglects 
this duty his sons will learn these things from evil men and boys, and 
the subject wili then, in their minds, be invested with indelicacy or 
coarseness, and even vulgarity; all of which will surely have a de- 
moralizing effect upon the emotions and the life of his boys.” 

Mother—‘‘I know that is true, Doctor, and I have often been 
troubled to think of my children getting such information, and among 
such associations.” 

Doctor—:‘Well, madam, as you see, it can beavoided if the parents 
will forestall all others by talking to their children themselves, 
This instruction should be imparted very early. Children com- 
prehend plain and practical lessons in philosophy at a much earlier 
age than one would suppose, Begin by instructing them in the 
simplest laws of life and health, and make it an every-day “business, 


as they are growing up, to learn from your teachings, the proper 
books and practical tests, how to acquire and preserve perfect health 


of body, mind and morals. Let them learn what kind of food and 
drink, style of dress, habits of life, in sleeping, exercise, work, and 
study, reading and recreation will enable them to attain perfection, 
physically, morally and mentally, and live in happiness and robust 
health to extreme old age.” 

Mother—‘‘I have heard some mothers say that a girl ought not to 
know so much about herself and the disorders and sufferings to which 
her sex are peculiarly subject, because she will then imagine all the 
time that she herself is a victim to some of these diseases.” 

Doctor—‘‘That is a great ,mistake, madam. On the contrary, 
when a woman has this intelligent knowledge of herself, she also 
knows that it is in her power to avoid these diseases, and that convic- 
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tion itself will give her confidence and courage, and prevent her from 
being subject to such imaginary conditions.” 

Mother—‘‘Yes, I understand, and see that your argument is very 
good.” 

Doctor—‘‘It is neither necessary nor prudent to give your daughter 
all this information as a child or a very young girl. After learning the 
simple rules of health, then when the daughter arrives at the age of 
twelve or thirteen years, the mother should tell her, in the proper 
manner, about the change that probably will soon take place in her 
condition, and impress it upon her to have no fears about it, that it is 
a natural law with all her sex necessary to her good health ; and also, 
to the perfecting of her beauty in face and form, and that so long as 
she observes the proper habits of life in every respect, there is no 
danger at allin this important period of her girlhood. Then, as she 
grows to woman’s maturity, let her learn to know herself as a woman, 
and be well fitted to take care of her health and prevent disease.” 

Mother—‘‘But, Doctor, does not this change sometimes take place 
in our own climate before twelve or thirteen years ?” 

Doctor—‘‘Yes, madam, unfortunately it does, but it is owing to the 
coarse or luxurious manner in which the child has been reared, more 
than to difference in temperament, and I do not think that in our 
country this forced maturity ever argues well for the perfect health 
and long | fe of the girl after she becomes a woman.” 

Mother—‘‘Do you not think, Doctor, that the emotional nature of 
girls uudergoes a great change when they first enter their teens ?” 

Doctor—‘‘It certainly does, madam, and one that especially re- 
quires sympathetic and watchful care, until the daughter is at least six- 
teen years ofage. You can probably remember yourself the change 
that then took place in your mental and emotional nature, as well as 
in your physical condition. A girl at this period ot her life becomes 
very susceptible to all impressions and emotions, and her nervous sys- 
tem is tremulous and very sensitive. She has feelings, ideas and freaks 
of imagination she never had before, and which often trouble, and 
even startle her with the strangeness of their nature. They are a 
mystery to her, and she thinks and broods over them, and the stamp 
of her physical and moral being is now perhaps decided for life by the 
‘proper information and counsel.” 

Mother—‘‘ She also becomes: more excitable and irritable in temper, 
does she not ?” 

Doctor—‘‘ Yes, madam, and grieves over what she thinks is a lack 
of amiability, when it is really a physical infirmity she cannot control. 
Under these conditions the young girl is fortunate if she has a mother 
who has always had her child’s confidence and reliance upon her guid- 
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ance, and to whom the daughter will intrust all these feelings and have 
them explained and.all her anxiety in regard to them removed from 
her mind.” 

Mother—‘‘I can call to mind several lady acquaintances whose 
life has been most miserable for the want of all these counsels at the 
proper time. If young girls do not have advisers of their own sex, and 
older and wiser than themselves, they are in great danger of forming 
early attachments which end in most unhappy marriages, and they 
live and die in this miserable condition, throwing all the responsibility 
upon their mothers. I have heard them say on their death beds: 
‘Oh! if my mother had only told me all these things, or had encour- 
aged me to talk to her, my life and health would not have been ruined 
as they now are,’ ” 

Doctor—‘‘ Yes, madam, I have known similar cases, and it is all 
very sad, very distressing. In my professional life I have often dis- 
covered the pain in the head, hysterical convulsions and nervous 
cough of young girls were caused by mental emotion which had been 
badly directed and indulged in, because it was all concealed from the 
mother as she did not have the full confidence of her daughter.” 

Mother—‘‘ Doctor, how shall we get this confidence of our children 
so that they will have no secets of any kind from their parents.” 

Doctor—‘‘The question you ask is a highly important one—too im- 
portant for me to attempt to answer now, as my time isout. I will call 
again in a few days and give you my views. Good morning, madam.” 





TREATMENT OF PNEUMONIA. 
BY T. B. GREENLEY, M.D., OF KENTUCKY. 


I was much gratified by the reading of Dr. Word’s remarks on the 
treatment of pneumonia in the June number of the Recorp. I en- 
tirely accord with his ideas in that regard. I was also much pleased 
with the article of Dr. Townsend on the same subject, in the April 
number of the REcorD, whose views are very similar to Dr. Word’s. 
I believe the treatment, as recommended in those two articles, em- 
brace the therapeutics of pneumonia now in general practice. I have 
‘observed for some time on the part of a few practitioners, that there 
is considerable effort making to restore the old antiphlogistic plan of 
treatment in that disease ; even going so far as to recommend copious 
blood letting. Now it had been hoped that the days of pAlogiston had 
long since measurably departed never to return; but, as some philo- 
sopher long since remarked that everything takes place in cycles, and 
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as the free blood-letting system abated thirty years ago, it is perhaps; 
time for its return. 

Prof. Gross now stands foremost in the ranks of those who advoeate. 
blood-letting in pneumonia; and it is to be greatiy regretted that he. 
does, as his great name and influence will tend to give much impetus. 
to the spread of the practice. 

I have been practicing medicine thirty-six years and am confident 
that in my early practice I have seen patients bled, purged, vomited: 
and starved to death, in order to prevent their dying from inflamma- 
tion and fever. This was called the ant:phlogistic plan. In my student: 
days it was a familiar thing to see a patient brought before the class at 
the hospital, ordered to be bled so many ounces from the arm, and so. 
much by wet cups over the chest; also a purgative with antimony, at 
regular intervals, to control the fever. As a general thing, at our- 
next visit, it would be announced to us that the patient before us at- 
the last meeting was dead. 

I have always regarded pneumonia as a graded disease, and requiring. 
treatment accordingly... When only one lobe, say of the right lung,. 
is involved, in a subject of previous good health, but little treatment is, 
necessary ; and that mainly should be, if possible, to prevent the fur- 
ther extension of the disease. It is impossible to say what the proper- 
treatment should be in pneumonia unless we have a givencase. We. 
might have cases on hand at the same time requiring exactly reverse. 
treatment. 

The stout, healthy man of temperate habits would require depressing. 
treatment, while the drunkard or previously debilitated subject would) 
need the supporting plan. Hence we cannot prescribe any special 
plan of management unless we have some knowledge of the health andy 
vitality of the patient before the attack. 

Now the question arises, can we, in a case of previous robust health, 
reduce the power of the circulation so as to control the disease, and, 
if possible, prevent its further extension, as well and safely by medi- 
cation, as we can by venesection? Or if the same result ean be ob. 
tained by the former, as by the latter means, which course is the more- 
preferable? And which would be the more likely to hasten or retard) 
convalescence? I leave the reader to answer. I think, without. 
question, we have in our control the action of the heart and arteries. 
just as efficiently by the remedies Dr. Word advises, to wit. : veratrum, 
viride, aconite, gelsemium, etc., as can be done by the laneet. If 
this proposition be admitted, then why not save the patient’s blood, 
and thereby his strength for the period of convalescence? It is saidy 
that the blood is the life and strength of the animal; then let us om, 
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conservative principles, husband as much as possible these essential: 
elements in the treatment of diseases. 

I will admit that a case might be instanced wherein venesection 
with a full stream to the amount of a few ounces would be perhaps 
safe and advisable. Were I called to see a patient in the first stage of 
pneumonia, stricken down in robust health, with deep congestion of 
the organs, hurried and impeded respiration, full, bounding pulse and 
flushed face, I would not hesitate to bleed him for momentary relief, 
until I could bring him under the influence of depressing agents. But 
a case of this description is rarely presented. 

Many years ago one reason for blood-letting in inflammatiun was to 
reduce the excess of fibrine, and thereby lessen the dangers of the 
exudative stage from adhesions, ctc. We now believe we can fully as 
well control dangers from this cause by the use of alkalies, such as 
potassa, ammonia, etc. 

Iu patients of previously broken down health, either from disease 
or dissipation, it is necessary to use supporting treatment from the 
outset. Then we can use Prof, Hint’s plan of quinine and whisky 
with benefit. 

As a general rule in the treatment of pneumonia it is desirable to 
keep up free diaphoresis, and nothing that I have tried effects this 
object better than enveloping the chest with a flax seed meal poultice. 
It retains its moisture a long time, which obviates the necessity of 
frequently changing it, thereby affording great advantage over all 
other poultices. In this state of gentle perspiration, the patient always. 
expresses himself as feeling comfortable; and by this means we reduce 
the volume of the circulation much mure safely than by venesection, 
and at the same time without exhausting to any great extent the 
powers of life. 

But I did not set down to write an essay on the treatment of pneu- 
monia, but merely to give expression of accordance with the article 
refered to and that ot Dr. Townsend, in preference to the blood- 
letting plan. 

I hope the conservative tendency of the profession in the treatment 
of disease is so well established at the present day, that the old, heroic 
practice of salivation and venesection will not soon be revived. 





EMPHYSEMA AND BRONCHIAL DILATATION. 


BY JAS. H. LOW, M. D., OF NEW YORK. 


I offer the subjoined article, hoping it may be the means of obtain- 
ing from the profession some practical suggestions upon the treatment 
of a disease which, to me, is so difficult of diagnosis. 
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I was called, about one month ago, to see Mr. H., who resides on 
52d street, in this city, a native of this State, age 41 years. He in- 
formed me that he had been sick eleven years, but able, a good deal 
of the time, to go about the city and attend to his business, which is 
that of a dairyman; that he has had a number of medical men in this 
city to attend him, and one in Albany—the latter one pronouncing his: 
left lung destroyed, and all who attended him pronouncing his case 
consumption, treating him awhile and then discharging the case, tell- 
ing him to take care of himself and avoid all extremes which is the 
best course you can pursue. Thus he has passed from one physician 
to another for the last eleven years, paying out, as he tells me, fifteen 
hundred dollars doctor’s bllls. 

This was his verbatim statement to me on my first visit. I told him 
it was necessary for me to make a thorough examination of his case 
before I could venture an opinion, to which he readily assented. 

Physical Signs—There was some dullness of resonance over the 
upper portion of the left lung on percussion; and on auscultation the 
crepetant rale, to some extent, with bronchial respiration and bron- 
chophomy ; respiration at times cavernous, with respiratory and vocal 
resonance ; great dyspnoea; expecteration of sputa resembling a small 
raw oyster. Considerable expectoration or vomiting of blood, which 
I was led to believe, from the quantity and dark color, was from the 
stomach, and was hematemesis and not hemoptysis, as was supposed 
-by most of his former medical attendants. 

The dyspnoea is one of the prominent symptoms in this case, and 
while the patient is quiet he feels as though he could take any amount 
of exercise with impunity, but a little exertion on his part develops 
this symptom, than which there is none other more distressing to him. 
I am satisfied in making out my diagnosis that my patient has emphy- 
sema or dilatation of the pulmonary air cells of the left lung; at least I 
am satisfied that there exists some bronchial dilatation, and I attribute 
the dullness on percussion referred to above to condensation of the 
lung around the expanded part. I thought also that his heart was 
slightly enlarged, with some valvular change from the dyspnoea and 
accelerated circulation on the slightest exercise. He complained, 
also, of considerable uneasiness, amounting to a dull pain in the small 
of his back, pain increasing considerably when bending over, with 
numbness in the lower extremities when sitting a short time, and a 
partial loss of seusibility and a disinclination to move. I thought that 
he was threatened with (if I may be allowed to use the term) reflex 
paraplegia, but supposed that the symptoms might arise from relaxa- 
tion and an enervated condition of his system. 

Consumption is not heredetary in his family. He was quite stout 
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previous to his attack. Temperature now about too, pulse 1o4. 
Enemic in appearance. Weight, 105 pounds; previous to his sick- 
ness, 148 pounds: considerable nervous excitability ; pain upon pres- 
sure in the right hypochonderiac region; heavily coated tongue; but 
little appetite ; great torpor of the liver. 

My first object in the treatment of the case was to correct the 
hepatic derangement. I gave him a pill of blue mass, grs. j; podo- 
phyllin, grs. 4% ; ext. colocynth comp., grs. j, at bed-time each night, 
which acted finely. In addition to this, I gave him the ferrated cod 
liver oil, phos. ferri, grs. ij; cod liver oil, 3ij, three times daily. Sub- 
sequently I changed to tinct. ferri. chloridi and cod liver oil. I kept 
him on this treatment for two weeks; his tongue cleaned off beauti- 
fully ; appetite much better; sleeps soundly all eight, and says he 
feels decidedly better. Yet he is harrassed with the dyspnoea. I de- 
scribed his case to Dr. Lockrow, on Madison avenue, who has had 
considerable experience in throat affections and lung diseases, and he 
suggested that probably good results might follow from the use of the 
new remedy, fluid extract of quebracho, and through his kindness I 
was furnished with a portion of the medicine with instructions how to 
administer it. It is claimed to be almost a specific in dyspnoea. I 
commenced using it in small doses—twenty minims twice daily, grad- 
ually increasing it two minims daily, until I had reached thirty-two 
minims, and have fallen back to the first dose, as it seemed to produce 
some nausea. I am now increasing gradually again daily as at first. 

I have been, so far, well pleased with the result, and can safely 
recommend its use to the profession in the treatment of dyspnoea. 

There was about forty-five cases reported at the last meeting of the 
County Medical Society of New York, a majority reported favorably— 
all Dr. Lockrow’s. : 

I have now added to mv treatment the following pill: pyrophos- 
phate ferri, grs. j; ext. nux vomica, grs. 4; sulph. quinia, grs. j, one 
pill three times daily. 

At this writing tongue nearly clean; appetite good; sleep refresh- 
ing; pulse, 96 to 100° respiration, 20; dyspnoea disappearing ; all the 
symptoms improving, and the patient says he will get well, certain. 





SOME POINTS IN THE TREATMENT OF HEMORRHOIDS. 


BY WILLIAM R. D. BLACKWOOD, M.D., OF PENNSYLVANIA. 


In briefly considering this subject, I do not hesitate to assert at the 
outset that, aside from the actual suffering endured, no chronic malady 
causes more loss of time and money to its victims than the one un@er 
consideration ; and when we remember the fact that many thousands 
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are afflicted with hemorrhoids, the importance of the matter is readily 
apparent. It is unnecessary to refer to anatomical or pathological 
questions ; these have already been thorougly discussed, and are un- 
derstood by all practical surgeons. Piles are simply local anal tumors, 
varicose in nature, lying either or both within and without the sphinc- 
-ter, liable to inflame or ulcerate at intervals, caused by either local irri- 
tation or venous obstruction at points more or less remote, disorders 
of the hepathic system of vessels being notably productive factors. A 
‘fit of piles,” as the laity term the acute inflammatory action which 
sets in at intervals, is accompanied by general febrile disturbance, to- 
gether with prostatic, vesical, and gastric irritability in the male, and 
in the female the bladder symptoms are frequently exchanged for seri- 
ous uterine complications. Pregnancy, which frequently produces 
hemorrhoids, may be terminated through abortion, induced by acute 
inflammation of piles, especially in the case of those long affected. 

The principal agents productive of hemorrhoids are errors in the di- 
gestive function, through inattention to diet, neglect to secure a full, 
free and daily alvine evacuation, or the production of harsh cathartic 
action in constipated persons through aloetic purgatives especially ; the 
vaunted use of aloes in the treatment of piles, as lately advocated, to 
the contrary notwithstanding. Onanism, and certain method of gen- 
' eraic fraud, especially tend to the production of hemorrhoids in both 
sexes, and aggravate the condition existing. Every successive ‘fit ” 
‘increases the trouble already present, and ulceration is intensified, 
thus increasing the liability to hemorrhage. I am not a believer in 
pathological safety-valves or drains, and unless in the case of typical 
gormandizers, who must bleed or burst—and for them this is as con- 
‘venient an outlet as any other—I always interfere, when hemorrhage 
becomes free, or repeated at short intervals; and I may here state that 
I have operated under very diverse conditions, both for hemorrhoids 
cand fistula, and have never seen anything but good result, in spite of 
the popular notion respecting the danger of so doing during the co- 
existence of pulmonary and other complaints. 

The first point in the medical management of a case is strict atten- 
tion to diet, We extend our gastronomic performances too much in 
‘this country, and the national virtue of getting away with our meals at 
breakneck speed is proverbial, especially in our traveling public, 
whom necessity compels to eat too often bad food villainously cooked, 
eating-house bicuits particularly, being beyond even the power of an 
ostrich to digest, as no doubt many of my hearers know from personal 
experience. It has been said by some Solon that ‘‘ every man should 
be his own doctor at forty ;” and, in my opinion, all men should, if 
‘they deserve to live at all, know what diet suits them at half that age, 
and adhere to it. As few persons, however, attend to this matter, it 
behooves the physician to carefully watch his hemorrhoidal patients in 
thisrespect. Fruit should enter largely into the dietary, and I have 
found excellent results follow the habitual, daily use of at least a pint 
of the juice of the ordinary tomato, and it should preferably be un- 
cooked. This esculent can be readily preserved throughout the year 
‘in any of the numerous air-tight cans or jars in common use. In lieu 
of baker’s or home-made white wheat bread, Graham, oaten or bran 
igread and crackers should be taken, and a bowl of gruel made from 
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«either oat or Indian meal is valuable at bedtime in constipated habits. 

Instead of common salt, the addition of a few grains of sodium phos- 
tphate acts happily. All alcoholic, malt, or other liquors, from the 
sstrongest to the mildest, including home-made beverages, must be 
‘strenuously tabooed, and many sufferers are greatly relieved simply 
through abstinence in this direction, venous congestion of the hepatic 
‘system being often unconsciously maintained through moderate indul- 
sgence in drinking. Regularity in eating is essent‘al; better miss the 
meal than partake an hour too soon or too late. Next to diet, but 
mot less important, is the necessity of a full, free and daily evacuation 
-of the colon and rectum, preferably before commencing the duties of 
the day. As in everything else, habit has much to do with this, and 
tthe bowel can, in the majority of cases, be educated to unload itself 
‘without medication. On rising from bed or breakfast, gentle massage 
“of the abdomen, having first bathed it rapidly with fresh cold water, 
-and dried by thorough friction with a rough towel, will in a short time 
sso tone the muscles, of the parietes and the bowel as to compel action, 
seven in obstinate complication. I have repeatedly relieved this mis- 
‘erable condition by this simple process without a solitary dose of any 
medicine. The application of induction current from a good Faradic 
‘battery replaces massage, but must be kept in the hands of the physi- 
“cian, as injudicious and too powerful currents over the solar plexus of 
the sympathetic will frequently induce faintness and depression. If 
medication must be used, or obstinate hepatic torpidity persists, an 
admirable combination is one minim (.066 c. c.) each of ext. fl. euon- 
ymin, iridin, and tr. belladonna, with or without strychnia. This may 
-at times be replaced by similar small doses of Fowler’s solution, 1. 
‘ext. phytolacca, and tr. belladonna, and whichever is used should be 
repeated four times daily. Fluid preparations are preferable because 
‘of their reliability and facility of absorption. To obtain good results, 
the administration must be maintained for several weeks, or until the 
‘case is evidently in need of surgical interference. The use of ergot 
-and glycerine internally has been negative with me. An enema of 
4ukewarm water before defecation is valuable in ulcerated cases, and 
water mopped on as hot as bearable after 2 motion will relieve the 
hemorrhage, if severe. Paper of any kinc should never be used in the 
-closet, but in place thereof, asott sponge, with carbolated water, should 
be freely applied to cleanse the mass before replacing it inside the 
sphincter. Zhis point is exceedingly important and should be insisted on 
‘by the attendant. All supporters, ointments, suppositories, and the 
like local applications have utterly failed in my practice, and I have 
tried many highly lauded. 

A faithful trial of such medical treatment failing, operative measures 
‘should at once be instituted. My plan is, to urge operation after the 
first well-defined ‘‘ fit,” or acute inflammatory attack, for no one knows 
how soon the next, and possibly severe one, may ensue. I also snip 
off all external piles, or shrunken tabs, as soon as discovered, to pre- 
vent transfer of the irritation to which they are peculiarly exposed to 
co-existing internal hemorrhoids. For many years my operative 
measures were confined to the ligature, nitric acid, and the galvano- 
cautery, but for the last three years I have used exclusively, in all 
Gases, pure crystalized carbolic acid, enough glycerine only being ad- 
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ded to insure fluidity. With this the masses are injected—two at a 
time if small, one only if large. In very large tumors the acid is dex 
posited in two or more points without entirely withdrawing the needle, 
and the body of the pile is injected alone, it being insensitive, whilst 
dilute solutions are absorbed more or less, as evidenced by the taste in 
the patient’s mouth. The stronger acid is therefore the better, as. 
avoiding probable depression through absorption. Morphia may be 
added or used subsequently to the injection; anzesthesia is not neces- 
sary.’ The injection should be made slowly, complete rest enjoined, solu. 
bility of the bowel insured, light diet allowed, and the cure is assured, 
without danger, which is more than can be said of any other method, 

During the last twenty years my experience has been large, and my 
deductions are based entirely upon practical results, not upon theory. 
Iam convinced that the subject does not receive the attention it 
deserves, and with a desire to attract more attention to it, and to sum~ 
marize in closing, the following points are suggested : 

1. Hemorrhoids may be arrested by proper attention to diet, and 
to a normal daily evacuation of the bowel. 

2. Hemorrhoids, being present, may be generally kept in check, 
frequently greatly relieved, and sometimes cured entirely, by the 
means used to prevent them. 

3. Hemorrhoids becoming troublesome, despite medical treatment, 
should be removed surgically without delay. 

‘4. Hemorrhoids may be quickly, surely, and safely removed by 
the preferable operation of injection by carbolic acid. 





VALUE OF BARK IN SUBSTANCE. 
BY WILLIAM A. DAYTON, M. D. 


It is well known that the sulphate of quinine, and especially in the 
form of manufactured pills, varies in strength and efficacy—a fact due 
to the extent of its adulteration with cinchonidia and inert materials, 

For this reason, no doubt, with me, many physicians have treated, 
the acute infectious diseases often with embarrassing results—. e., 
patients would linger long beyond the time specified, when they ex< 
pected to be well. 

During the past six months I have used little or no sulphate of qui~ 
nine. Remembering Professor Alonzo Clark’s statement that ‘‘bark 
in substance often succeeds in breaking up a fever when quinia fails,” 
I have accordingly used the bark prepared as follows, with results that 
fully warrant the exclusion of the sulphate of quinine from the list of 
drugs I prize most. , 

The bark par excellence to be used is that of the cinchona flava, one 
hundred grains of which yields from two to four grains of quinia 
alone, besides other alkaloids of equal, though disputed, efficacy. 

In consequence of its occasional mixture with other barks, it is well 
for the physician to know the appearance of the genuine article when 
purchasing. For all intents and purposes, it is distinguished from the 
cinchona communis and rubra, and spurious barks: 1st, by its yel- 
lowish color; 2d, by its flattened, quill-shaped pieces ; 3d, by its ex~ 
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ternal (comparatively) smooth surface; 4th, by its fibrous fracture, 
with the escape of a fine powder ; 5th, by its extremely bitter taste. 

The bark selected with these precautions, and well bruised in an iron 
mortar, I use thus: 


R Cort. cinch. flav 

Cort. aurant 

Spts. vin. rect. dil..... Rieke Ane nke Canaan Oj. 
M. Allow to stand several hcurs, then percolate eight ounces. 


The result is a fluid extract, of which a teaspoonful may be given 
three or four times daily. 

As will be observed, several ounces of dilute alcohol remain in the 
percolator. This I express and use in future preparations, which, of 
course, are stronger than the first. 

I have carefully compared the effects of this and Warburg’s tincture; 
on the whole, the bark was most potent; and I believe that what is 
claimed for the latter is realized by the use of the former, viz: marked 
febrifuge effects in drachm doses, and tonic effects in smaller doses, at 
far less expense. 

As in the case of quinine, so in the case of many other drugs, they 
are found to be so unreliable from manufacturers’ doctoring, that the 
conscientious physician will soon be obliged to make his own pre- 
parations, and he will then get the eminently satisfactory results that 
therapeutists claim for materia medica. 

It is well known that many physicians are losing favor because of 
occasional failures due to inferior drugs which are used in compound- 
ing prescriptions, besides the expense incurred; and I, for one, am 
inclined to accept the personal advice of one of our celebrities—none 
the less than Professor Willard Parker—and dispense and prepare my 
own drugs.—V. Y. Medical Record. 





A Ready Method of Preparing Fomentations.—Dr. W. J. 
Fairfield, M.D., Chicago, says in Michigan Medical News: The 
most simple way that I have found for preparing fomentation cloths is 
as follows : 

Take your flannel folded to the required thickness and size, damp- 
ened quite perceptibly with water, but not enough to drip, and place 
it between the folds of a large newspaper, having the edges of the 
paper lap well over the cloth so as to give no vent for steam. As it is 
now prepared lay it on the heated surface of the stove or register, and 
in a moment steam is generated from the under surface, and has per- 
meated the whole cloth sufficiently to heat it the required temperature. 

This method I was led to devise from necessity a few years ago, 
while in a sick room with no facility for heating water except in a 
quart cup. I have had occasion to use this way, and to instruct nur- 
ses to many times since, and I have always found in it a ready 
method which may be carried out in any sick room where there is a 
stove or register. 

Never having seen any mention made ofthis, is my apology for now 
— attention to it. 
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ABSTRACTS AND GLEANINGS. 


Post Partum Hemorrhage.—Dr. Thomas, in Society of the 
County of Kings, says: The particular point which I wish to make is 
this: In ninety-nine out of one hundred cases of post-partum hemor- 
rhage, seen before the woman’s nervous system is entirely prostrated, 
if the hand is properly introduced to the fundus of the uterus, every- 
thing turned, and the walls of the organ irritated with the pulps of the 
fingers, firm uterine contraction will take place. I do not believe there 
is any remedy to be compared with it, any more than I believe there 
is any remedy in the treatment of malarial fever to be compared with 
quinine. 

But let us suppose that in the one hundreth case it fails to accom- 
plish this result. Then it is said there are other agents which stimulate 
the uterus more than the hand. I do notbelieve a wordof it. I 
believe there are things which have stimulated the uterus to contrac- 
tion where the hand has failed ; but I believe also it was the hand of a 
man who has not used it properly. 

With reference to the injection of a solution ofiron, as recommended 
by Dr. Barnes, I reject the measure entirely and absolutely, except as 
a dernier resort. Hot water may be injected to the fundus with per- 
fect safety, or put there in a sponge, and it will be very likely to stim- 
ulate the uterus; but not nearly so well as the hand. How did Dr. 
Stuart’s sponge effect the result which he mentioned ? I do not believe 
that it was the hot water which it contained, but the sponge itself, 
which as a foreign body, was brought in contact with lax fibres of the 
uterine wall, and stimulated them to contraction. Another substance 
which has been used is the tincture of iodine; and still another, which 
I regard as better than iodine, and which has been highly recommend- 
ed by Dr. Penrose, of Philadelphia, is common vinegar. One advan- ~ 
tage which vinegar possesses is, that it can be obtained in any house. 
It may be carried in upon an ordinary handkerchief, or bit of soft cloth, 
swept over the walls of the uterus, and two things are accomplished : 

1. The introduction of a foreign body causes the uterine fibre to 
litigate the bleeding vessels; and 2. The vinegar probably has some 
influence in causing coagulation of blood. But I am not sure that it is 
not the hand even then which accomplishes the end desired. 

In the hypodermic use of ergot we have a most valuable measure to 
aid us in securing uterine contraction. To give this remedy by the 
rectum is hardly practicable, and if administered by it the woman will 
almost certainly vomit at once ; and besides, it it remains in the stom- 
ach, I doubt if it is absorbed under such circumsiances. 

The hypodermic injection of 15, 20 or 30 drops of sulphuric ether 
stimulates the nervous system, and in that way arouses the uterus to 
accomplish its work. 

But there is one remedy which has been overlooked. In works on 
obstetrics it is scarcely mentioned ; and it has received very little men- 
tion in periodical literature. It is the Faradic current applied directly 
to the uterine wall. I have employed it in only one case, but others 
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have used it successfully, and in my case it was either a coincidence or 
an extraordinary result. Almost everything had been used except Dr. 
Barnes’ method, and without permanent result; but when I took one 
flat sponge electrode and carried it into the uterus, and placed the other 
upon the nape of the patient’s neck, and allowed a strong current 
to pass, firm uterine contraction immediately ensued, which seemed to 
‘save the woman’s life. Although this is but a single case, I think the 
remedy is worthy of a fair trial. The question arises, Why has it not 
been tried before? Chiefly because a battery was not at hand and 
‘could not be obtained, and when obtained, as a rule, it would not 
work, never under any circumstances. But those days have passed. 
Nearly every physician has a battery now ; and a good battery can be 
obtained much more readily anywhere than good ergot, except in 
Brooklyn. 

Now, in conclusion, Mr. President, I will say that in the treatment 
-of post-partum hemorrhage the rule should be this : 

If the hemorrhage is slight, and for good reasons you do not wish to 
pass the hand into the uterine cavity, try the hypodermic use of ergot ; 
apply excessive cold or excessive heat to the fundus, force the uterus 
into firm contraction under your hand, and never let go of it until the 
woman stops bleeding. How long shall you hold'the uterus? I have 
repeatedly held it, under such circumstances, for twelve hours. 

But suppose it fails and the hemorrhage continues. Then wash the 
hand and arm thoroughly with soap and water, use a nail brush tho- 
roughly, dip the hand and arm in warm, strong ‘carbolized w ater, and, 
without wiping them, carry the hand up to the fundus uteri, sweep 
everything out, and keep the hand there until the uterus contracts. 
Pass the pulp of the fingers up and down the sides of the uterus in 
any direction, and at the same time make counter-pressure from the 
outside with the other hand upon the wall of the abdomen. 

If you fail with this, what next? It is a bad case, and you may 
resort to anything that produces a decided shock to the nervous sys- 
tem; give of ergot, brandy and ether hypodermically, and, lastly, give 
.a fair trial to the Faradic current. 


The Summer Dysentery of Children.—W. W. S. Watson, 
M. D., of New Holland, Illinois, in Michigan Medical News, says: 

There are two forms of dysentery recognized by the authorities : 
the sporadic and the epidemic. It is essentially a disease of hot 
weather or hot climates, and the causes of its epidemicity is but an 
intensification or a prolongation of those which give rise to sporadic 
cases. The evidence leaveslittle room for doubt that the prime cause 
is a specific poison which is fanned into life by heat and other peculiar 
atmospheric conditions. What that poison is remains yet to be de- 
monstrated. Post-mortem examinations of dysenteric subjects show 
the mucous lining of the colon and rectum to be the seat of the ac- 
tion of this morbific principle. The pathological condition is essen- 
tially an inflammation, in the progress of which mucus is freely thrown 
off; this inflammation may go on to ulceration, when the discharge 
becomes sanious and purulent. The fact of the affection being con- 
fined to the lower portion of the alimentary canal implies some dis. 
turbance of the portal circulation, which disturbance may bear the re- 
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lation of cause or effect. The fact is that the portal circulation is ob-- 
structed in all or nearly all cases of dysentery, and success in treatment 
will very largely depend on the attention given to the restoration of the 
proper hepatic function. 

Before indicating the more distinctive therapeutic agents employed. 
by me, I would insist upon the importance of bodily rest to the patient. 
Any plan of treatment conducted without a regard to this precaution 
will prove comparatively futile. It is impossible to properly control 
the discharge and at the same time allow the patient to move about. 
Absolute rest in the recumbent position should be insisted on as a sine 
gua non of treatment. This is perhaps especially the case in the 
treatment of the disease as it affects children: with their delicate or- 
ganization, the failure of treatment in many instances is probably due 
to the jolting to which the fond mother or sympathetic nurse subjects 
the fretful infant. The child should not be held even on the lap, but 
should be laid to rest on a pillow, and even in the removal of its 
diapers great care should be exercised that the child be not unneces-. 
sarily disturbed. Good ventilation should also be secured and all 
such articles of diet avoided as are liable to reach the inflamed tract 
undigested. 

Treaiment.—The first indication is to thoroughly rid the alimentary 
canal of irritating ingestia. This is most promptly effected by means 
of asaline purge, which, in addition to its action in this direction, also: 
depletes the inflamed tissue through the exosmosis of serum which it 
causes. Castor wil is preferred by some; it is blander in its action but 
adds nothing to its purgative action. After this thorough cleansing of 
the canal the indication is to check the discharge. For this purpose 
I rely on opium and acids, after the following formula, modified, of 
course, according to age and other circumstances : 


R Syr. rhei 
Spts. AiMMOMIE ALON. ..........00cccerccsrecees orocssceseceees Me 
Spts. camphor 
Tr. opii 
M. Sig. <A teaspoonful every three hours to a child eight years old.. 


When there is much nausea a powder composed as follows may be 
given every alternate hour and a half: 


R Bismuthi subnit 
Pulv. ipecac........ SE eeseubas tesa Rensaesefobsuene-icsuseaw)aupesusuaneoersce 
M. Div. in partes no. viij. 


Camphor has a very marked con’rolling influence over this affection, 
and its combination with opium will be found invaluable. 

In regard to the liver I would state that, notwithstanding the more 
recent views regarding the chologogue action of the mercurials, I still 
place my reliance on calomel. _I find that when the discharge is largely 
composed of white mucus, destitute of a trace of bile, the administra- 
tion of small doses of this preparation restores the deficient element, 
and with this restoration improvement in the condition of the patient 
follows. Ido not wish to gainsay the physioiogical observations of 
the eminent experimenters who tell us that mercury is not a cholo- 
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‘gogue; all I do say, and I say it as the outcome of a considerable ex- 
perience, is that as a therapeutic agent in the conditions to which I 
refer, it restores bile and is an important aid to the cure of dysentery. 
And further this deponent saith not. 


The Easy Administration of Medicines.—Dr. G. F. Meeser, 
in Virginia Medical Monthly, says: The ‘* easy administration of 
medicine ” is a subject requiring the careful and thoughtful attention 
of physicians, as well'as of interest for the convenience and pleasure 
of the patient. The advancement of homceopathy in certain sections 
of the country has depended, to a great extent, upon the easy and 
pleasant doses administered by followers of that schoo]. The elegant 
pharmaceutical preparations compounded by the tasty and skilled 
‘chemist and pharmacist have done much to rob the physician’s prescrip- 
tion ofits terror and render the medicine palatable to the delicate patient. 

Very recently, a new and important class of medicines has been in- 
‘troduced by the ingenious and enterprising house of Messrs. William 
R. Warner & Co., of this city, denominated ‘‘ parvules.” They bear 
evidence of exquisite taste and skill, and I have seen nothing of late 
which seems to supply a necessity so perfectly as they do. 

The list of ‘ parvules” prepared and kept in stock by this house 
comprises thirty-eight varieties. These ‘‘ parvules” are, for the :vost 
part, composed of simple substances in minute globular form, less in 
sizes than granules, and are sold in small vials suitable for pocket 
cases. They are convenient, portable and easy of administration. 
The giving of small doses at short intervals, say every hour instead of 
every two or three hours, or three times a day, produces a more salu- 
tary effect. 

The question of the ready solubility of these ‘‘parvules” claimed 
my attention, and this I proved to my perfect satisfaction by placing those 
containing camphor, etc., in the mouth, and then observing the effect. 

I have seen nothing to please me more than these ready-prepared 
doses. Ican give four parvules of aloin, each containing one-tenth 
grain, at bed time or at any time throughout the day, and get the full 
purgative effect desired without nausea or pain. I give these one at a 
dose, three times daily or occasiondily, for habitual constipation, with 
the utmost benefit. When liver troubles also occur, I give parvules 
of podophyllin, each containing one-fortieth grain, in a similar manner. 
Two parvules of calomel, each containing one twentieth grain, given 
every hour for five doses, produces bilious evacuations, equal to ten 
grains of calomel as ordinarily administered. 

These doses are in no sense homceopathic when given by this rule : 
One every hour, two every two hours, or three every three hours. To 
illustrate the fact that these are allopathic, let us take a parvule of 
morphia, one-fiftieth grain, and give one every hour. This would 
equal about one-half grain during the twenty-four hours The various 
medicated waters which are now so liberally patronized for their aper- 
ient effect, etc., I believe are harmful, because they disturb digestion 
by diluting the gastric juices, and reduce the temperature of the 
stomach. Parvules of aloin, one-tenth grain each, or of podophyllin, 
one-fortieth grain each, would replace the use of such waters most ad- 
vantageously. 
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A New Anesthetic.—lIn the Chemical News of April 2d, 1880,. 
Mr. W. Bowman Maclene is reported to have introduced a new anes- 
thetic to the members of the Odonto-Chirurgical Society. This new 
nervestiller is a combination of ethylen-dichloride and ordinary 
nitrous oxide. The ethylen- -dichloride is placed on a sponge in the 
tube through which the nitrous oxide passes, Only a small quantity 
of the former is required. Anesthesia results in from one and a half 
to two anda half minutes. The sensation is said to be more profound 
and agreeable than when nitrous oxide is used alone. Mr. Maclene 
had used the aneesthesia sixteen times without any unpleasant result- 
ing symptoms. In only one case was there stertor. The pulse was 
slightly accelerated but strong, while there. was a complete absence of 
lividity, so repulsive to the looker-on. The muscular system also, 
instead of the rigidity characteristic of anesthesia from nitrous oxide, 
was qu'te relaxed—thus greatly facilitating the manipulations of the 
operator. The Society resolved to experiment with this mixture. 

Ethylen dichloride is composed of carbon, hydrogen and chlorine 
in the following proportions: Cz H4 Chlz. It is a colorless liquid, 
having specific gravity of 1,271 at a temperature of zero (Centigrade); 
it has a pleasant, ethereal odor, and a sweetish taste; it boils at 85.5° 
(C). Itis easily soluble in ether and alcohol, but insoluble in water. 
Passed through a red hot tube it is decomposed into carbon, hyro- 
chloric acid and carbon dihydrate. It burns with a bluish-green flame. 
A soiution of potassium hydrate in alcohol converts it into ethylen- 
monochloride by abstracting hydrochloric acid. Ethylen-dichloride 
is obtained by the direct action of chlorine on olefiant gas, and also 
by treating alcohol with chloride of phosphorus.—Chicago Medical 
Gazette. 


Hemorrhage During Labor.—A. S. Clarke, M.D., in Proceed- 
ings of the Medical Society of the County of Kings, says: Naturally 
enough, hemorrhage during labor is much less frequent that at any 
other portion of the period of gestation, but it is not, for that reason, 
any less important. It can only arise from premature separation of 
the placenta, or some accident involving the maternal soft parts (inde- 
pendently of placenta previa, the consideration of which is made a 
separate matter in the discussion of this evening). 

The so-called accidental hemorrhage furnishes the largest proportion 
of cases of hemorrhage during labor. It arises from detachment ofa 
normally situated placenta, and is rather more liable to occur before 
labor has begun, than during it. At any time in the last three months. 
of utero-gestation-this complication may be met with, as during that 
time the relation of uterus and placenta is changing, the adhesion 
being gradually weakened. If, from any cause, while this is going 
on, a small portion of placenta becomes separated from the uterine 
walls, effusion of blood is the result, and, as it increases in quantity, 
causes mechanically still more separation, and opportunity for the 
escape of still larger quantities. Ifthe separation extends far enough. 
to loosen the placental margin, the blood will escape between mem- 
braues and uterine walls, and so make known the nature of the acci- 
dent. But more frequently the margin remains intact, and the blood 
is pent up between placenta and uterus, and only makes its presence- 
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known by the constitutional symptoms which, fortunately, are gene- 
rally pretty direct and easily made out, if the hemorrhage is excessive. 
It is needless for me to go into details in this matter, as my duty is 
simply to outline the subject, leaving causes, symptoms and treatment 
for the gentleman who will discuss it later in the evening. Of course 
the only remedy is in securing prompt and efficient uterine’ contrac- 
tion, and just here comes to my mind the principal difficulty. This 
accident generally occurs in women of feeble constitution, or relaxed 
fibre from repeated child-bearing, or from some abnormal condition of 
blood—hence they are bux ill able to bear the shock of serious opera- 
tion. All authorities agree that the uterus should be emptied of its 
contents as speedily as consistent with the condition of the patient, but 
undue haste may increase the collapse, and cause instant death. Di- 
latation of the cervix, by Barnes’ method (after rupture of the mem- 
branes, which should be done at the outset), to be followed, as soon 
as may be with safety, either by version (the bi-polar method if pos- 
sible), or the forceps if the head is low down. It is often difficult to 
secure firm contraction, owing to the condition of the uterus, and au- 
thorities differ in their suggestions in this regard. Dr. Barnes recom- 
mends strongly the application of a styptic to the entire cavity, and 
kneading and compressing the uterus to control hemorrhage. Ergot 
is used by some, and objected to by others, on account of its depress- 
ing effect on an already depressed patient. These points of treatment, 
I hope, will be brought out in the discussion this evening, that we may 
hear what methods have given the best results in the hands of gentle- 
men who have had experience in these cases. I doubt if the styptic 
plan is one which meets with much favor, except under circumstances 
where all else is likely to fail. 


Thumb-Sucking —Dr. D. H. Goodwillie, of New York city, 
at American Medical Association, reported a case and illustrated it by 
a wax model. The treatment consisted in breaking up the habit by 
applying a leather pad to the elbow, preventing the hand from coming 
to the mouth; and nasal catarrh is to be treated by douches and the 
application of powder blown into the nose, proper food, clothing and 
rest. His conclusions were as follows: 

1. Thumb-sucking is more disastrous to the health of the child than 
the sucking of the other fingers ; for the thumb, once in the mouth, it 
more readily remains during sleep. 

2. It interferes with the child’s proper rest, which should be con- 
tinuous and undisturbed, and so becomes a source of nervous irrita- 
tion and exhaustion. 

3. It interferes with the natural respiration through the nose, and 
sets up abnormal conditions. 

4. It malforms the anterior part of the mouth and affects proper 
mastication.— Va. Med. Monthly. 


Phosphide of Zinc in Locomotor Ataxy.—Two cases of 
ataxy are reported by Dr. Hastings Burroughs, of Paris, in which 
very great benefit was obtained by the use of phosphide of zinc. The 
drug was given in doses of one-tenth of a grain per day, increased to 
half a grain per day.—Medical Press and Circular. 
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Adherent Placenta.—I have met with several cases of morbidly 
adherent placenta, during the last fourteen years, and am inclined to 
believe that the diagnostic problem be solved with almost absolute 
certainty; although from my experience being limited to so short a 
time, I would desire to write with all becoming modesty. 


The diagnosis is, I think, to be founded upon two symptoms; one 
of which is mentioned by Dr. Churchill, the other by Dr. Barnes, viz: 
that at some period of pregnancy, generally between the third and 
fifth month, a fixed pain, generally of a dull aching character, is felt 
over some part of the uterus; and this is converted into a severe 
dragging pain when the patient attempts to turn over to lie on the side 
opposite to the placental side; so much so that patients, with an ad- 
herent placenta, will never (as far as my experience goes,) voluntarily 
lie on that side. This pain I believe to be of the same nature as that 
mentioned by Dr. Barnes, as being experienced when the cord is 
drawn upon; and is due to the dragging on the cord by the child, 
when from gravitation it sinks through the liquor amnii. 


Theoretically, it may be objected to this explanation that usually the 
cord is sufficiently long to prevent any such dragging; but I think it 
will generally be found that when the cord is long, it is twisted around 
the neck or limbsof the child, and produces the same effect as a short 
cord would. 

No history of this dragging pain on the patient’s turning to the side 
opposite to the placental insertion will be obtained, when the reten- 
tion of the after-birth is merely due either to the inertia of a wearied 
uterus, or from irregular contraction; if there is hemorrhage in either 
of these cases, one would be justified in trying the effect of cold, com- 
pression, etc., before introducing the hand, but in cases of true pla- 
cental adhesion, trying these and similar means lead to dangerous loss 
of time.— Obstetric Gazette. 


Enlarged Tonsils.—Dr. Pancoast says, in Clinical Record: I 
examined this little boy a few days ago, and found his tonsils much 
enlarged, reaching just beyond the level of the pillars of the fauces, 
I recommended and told him to come here to-day tor operation, by 
partial excision, which I thought might be necessary, if it persisted. I 
find now, upon examining him, that he does not need the operation. 
I now see that the glands have subsided and returned to the level of 
the half arches. When at all large it is necessary to remove part of 
the tonsil, because it acts mechanically like a foreign body, by inter- 
fering with breathing and keeping up irritation. The antiphlogistic 
effect of the operation of partial excision makes the gland shrink to its 
normal size. 


In the early stage you can often remove the swelling and relieve 
the patient, by a procedure which I call the ‘‘therapeutic touch of the 
antiphlogistic knife ;” multiple punctures in the swollen tonsil, made 
deep enough to relieve the congestion and exudation, and empty the 
overfilled vessels, so as to produce an antiphlogistic effect. This I did 
the other day, when I saw him first. The result has been quite satis- 
factory. Itis also proper in such cases to give a good gargle, and 


tonics internally. 
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Epigastric Pressure in Obstinate Hiccough.—The /onrnal 
des Sciences Medicales de Louvain, relates that M. Deghilage, of Mons, 
was Called to a young lady suffering from very violent hiccough, with 
spasm of the glottis. The patient had been over an hour in this state, 
and was unable to articulate a syllabie. There was no fever, no signs 
of heart trouble; the only cause that could be assigned was that the 
patient had the lower limb chilled.a few days previously, during her 
menstrual period. Inhalation of vinegar and Hoffman’s anodyne, and 
the application of sinapisms had been tried without effect. Recalling 
Rostan’s precept for such cases, M. Deghilage applied the palm of 
the hand to the epigastrium, and exercised strong pressure ; there was 
slight amelioration, the movements were less convulsive and the dysp- 
noea less intense. A large pad of linen was then applied over the epi- 
gastric region, and pressed strongly inward by means of a bandage 
passed around the body. In a very short time complete relief was 
obtained ; the pad was left several hours in position, and when it was 
removed the symptoms did not return and have not since reappeared. 
—Med. and Surg. Rep. 


The Bacteria Fallacy Illustrated.—Dr. Greg, Buffalo, N. 
Y., says that the three classified forms of so-called bacteria, in diph- 
theria, are nothing more than the three stages of the fibrillation of 
fibrin, of which the diphtheritic membranes are composed. 

All the membranes of diphtheria are wholly, or almost wholly, 
composed of fibrin. 

This fibrin is thrown out into the throat, or upon other parts, be- 
cause it is in excess in the blood in this disease. 

Thus it will be seen that this whole question of the membranes of 
diphtheria, the falsely assumed bacteria in connection therewith, the 
coagula of the heart in this disease, etc., may be placed at once upon 
a purely scientific basis, if the profession so desires. And by this 
showing, too, it will be seen that the exercise of a little common sense, 
and the proper application of a few simple facts to the solution of the 
subject, by the original promulgators and promoters of the bacteria 
theory, would have savedthe medical profession a great disgrace, 
would have avoided hastening tens of thousands of patients out of the 
world in the vain effort to destroy by treatment what did not exist, as 
vegetable parasites, and would have rapidly advanced, instead of re- 
tarded, our knowledge of this terrible disease, 


To Pass the Esophageal Tube sometimes is found very difficult, 
and dangerous delay may often be occasioned when the stomach pump 
is required in cases of poisoning. In such cases the attempt is gener- 
ally made to pass the tube with the patient in the dorsal position, and 
its passage is frequently obstructed at some po nt in the esophagus. 
This annoying difficulty usually may be overcome by holding the 
patient in the upright position during the passage of the tube. We do 
not know the author of this procedure, but remember having seen it 
successfully carried out in Bellevue Hospital, when all attempts to pass 
the tube, with the patient in thé dorsal position, had failed.— Zoledo 
Med. Journal. 
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Iodide of Potassium in Cardiac Dyspnoea.—lIodide of potas- 
sium has been found by Professor See to work well in all cases of con- 
tinuous cardia dyspneea, particularly when this is connected with some 
structural lesion. It is equally useful in valvular lesions. No evil re- 
sults can occur from its use, even if a mistake is made and the affec- 
tion is asthmatic. The iodine liquifies the bronchial secretion, The 
dose is twenty grains a day, gradually increased to two or two anda 
half scruples. A good formula is: 


PR. MUMMIES CONE assis sissies encsevecscsesccsseses sdeercsseneseness f. Ziv 
Sig. Two to four teaspoonfuls a day in a tumbler of water. 


Patients suffering from heart disease are more tolerant of iodide of 
potassium than other patients. The contra-indications to its use are: 
‘I, tendency to hemorrhage; 2, loss of flesh; 3, loss of strength: 4, 
loss of appetite. Opium may be added to prevent iodism. Another 
combination is digitalis with iodine, as one has a soothing influence on 
the dyspnoea by acting on the lungs, and the other increases the action 
of the heart and modifies the arterial tension. The following formula 
will be found to answer well: . 

3 88 


R  Potas. iod : 
i I ssacinncntcnctvenevinnnnnecinenes -suensaniumiaen simon f. 58s 
Be TE warericeanisiatiinenconesnisin-obnavsnaxevinncane seennsten bergen f. Ziv 

Sig. Dessertspoonful four times a day. 


"When digitalis is unsuitable, chlorai may be substituted.—Drvug. 
Circular. 


The Land Origin of the Yellow Fever.—Dr. Manuel Da 
Gama Lobo has made an elaborate study of the causes of yellow fever, 
and has summed up his conclusions in a pamphlet just published in 
New York. With his microscopic researches is given a system of care- 
ful observations on conditions of temperature, moisture, barometric 
pressure, and direction of winds, during twenty-six years, in the city 
of Rio Janeiro. The author believes he has fixed the origin of yellow 
fever in two places, Havana and Vera Cruz, as its chief nests, and he 
attributes it definitely to the poison of the ‘‘opunsia Mexicana,” a 
species of infusoria, of the family of ‘‘bacillarum,” which is found 
particularly abundant in the swamps and waters near those cities. 
Plates showing this species as existing in its native element and in yel- 
low fever victims accompany the descriptions. The case is not put 
forth as one of absolute proof, but as a theory supported by strong 
probabilities. The author is physician to the Emperor of Brazil, and 
is a pupil of the distinguished Professor Virchow.—Jéiss. Medical 
Monthly. 


Chloral in Dysentery.—// Racogltatore Medico says that Curci 
gives first a mild purgative, then chloral combined with chlorate of 
potash ; afterwards, chloral alone in barley gruel, either by the mouth 
(one to three grams = 15 to 45 grainsa day, for an adult), or by ene- 
ma (19 grams = 154 grains, in two litres = 314 pints of gruel, for 10 
injections. 
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Abortive Treatment of Small Pox by Salicylic Acid.— 
Dr. Edwin Rosenthal, acting on the article by Dr. Boyer, has em- 
ployed salicylic acid in many cases of small pox with good results. 
The formula employed by him is as follows : 


De a I iaisissisnssvsies ns cae siceseccsonevecenees 1 drachm. 

Spts. vini rectificati....... 0... Re keeassiesseveassesees 3 ounce. 
Mix and add : 

Elix. simplici, q. 8 6 ounces. 


For the angina of variola, he uses in conjunction therewith, the 
following gargle of xylol, and finds it very satisfactory : 


1 deachm. 
META AGACT OR 555 6s cones sanesnadasasee weoactensdossenessesteess > i 
Aq. menth. pip 6 ounces. 
Misce, fiat emulcio. 
Use asa gargle and mouth wash. He confirms the statement that 
salicylic acid in small pox reduces the temperature, is sedative, and 
modifies the eruption.—A/edical Bulletin. 


Infantile Diarrhcea.—For children belonging to families in easy 
circumstances, M. J. Guerin mixes a certain quantity of Belloc’s pow- 
der of charcoal with each milk meal—half a teaspoonful at each meal. 
For the children of the working classes, Belloc’s powder, which is a 
little dear, is replaced by very finely powdered, farina-like, ground 
baker’s charcoal. This powder mixes readily with milk, and children 
drink the mixture as though the milk were pure. In a very short 
time, sometimes on the first day, the stools change in consistence and 
odor, and instead of being green, become blackish-yellow. At the 
same time that this addition is made, M. Guerin dilutes the milk with 
one-third or one-half of sweetened water, and the children take it 
without repugnance or vomiting. M. Guerin has frequently seen 
children, exhausted by seven or eight days’ uncontrollable diarrhcea, 
regain in two or three days the expression of health.—Zondon Med, 
Record. 


Lister’s Antiseptic Treatment in Surgical Wounds.— 
Dr. Boeckel, (Gaz. Med. de Strasbourg, December rst, 1880), 
gives a table of statistics of major amputations performed by himself, 
some with and some without antiseptic precauticns, Fifteen amputa- 
tions of the thigh were performed antiseptically with four deaths, and 
seven were treated otherwise with three deaths; eighteen amputations 
of the leg were treated antiseptically without a death, and nineteen 
treated in other ways with four deaths. In going into the causes of 
death, the author concludes that in neither case can the deaths be at- 
tributed to the method of dressing employed. Nevertheless, he thinks 
that the advantage is decidedly with the cases treated antiseptically, 
on account of the rapid healing, the absence of fever and of suppura- 
tion, and the rarity of the dressings in these cases. He mentions the 
occurrence of septic fever in a few cases, and, with'Edelberg, he at- 
tributes this to absorption of blood from the wound.—London Med. 
Record. 
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Double Irrigation and Injection Tube.—Dr. H. O. Marcy, 
of Boston, Mass., exhibited at American Medical Association some 
soft rubber double tubes, which could be used as stomach, uterine or 
rectal tubes, and as catheters. 

Dr. Gonley said he had a double soft rubber catheter for five years, 
but he never uses it in the male bladder. Irrigation should be done 
as quickly as possible, and not kept up constantly, 

Dr. Marcy believed cystitis could be treated satistactorily with heat, 
which coul, be applied by means of the catheter exhibited. 

Dr. A. Byrd, of Quincy, IIl., usesa single rubber tube for a stomach 
tube, and fills it from a funnel, reversing the patient aud allowing the 
fluid to run out. Dr, Hodgen, of St. Louis, taught him this. 

Dr. Hunter McGuire mentioned a case in which a soft rubber ca- 
theter was passed complctely into the bladder, from whence he re- 
moved it the next day with a lithotrite.— Va. Med. Monthly. 


THE Boston Commercial Bulletin tells the following: ‘Dr. is 
an eminent physician of Philadelphia, and, like some others of his 
class, is somewhat brusque and overbearing in his manner. One 
morning he found among his office patients a gentleman who, after 
occupying exactly five minutes of the great man’s time, took a ten 
dollar note from his pocket and inquired the amount of his fee. ‘‘Fifty 
dollars,” said the impatient man, The patient demurred a little, 
whereupon the physician rudely remarked; ‘‘Well, what do you ex- 
pect to pay? Give me what you have got.” And on receiving the 
ten dollar note turned scornfully to his negro servant, and handing 


him the money remarked : ‘‘That is for you, Jim,” but lost his temper 
still more when the patient coolly remarked: ‘‘I did not know before 
that you had a partner. Good morning, doctor.” 


To Terminate the Chloroform Narcosis.—A peculiar device 
is mentioned by Schirmer in the February number of the Centralblatt 
f. Augenheilkunde. He claims to have used it in his clinic for many 
years, and often succeeded in producing inspiratory movements when 
other means failed. He also employed it to induce rapid recovery; 
for instance, in strabismus operations, in order to test the result. The 
method consists in irritating the nasal mucous membrane. It haslong 
been known, at least to physiologists, that the fifth nerve retains its 
sensibility longer than any other part in narcosis, and that reflexes 
may be induced through this nerve when other irritations fail. Shir- 
mer uses simply a rolled piece of paper, which he turns in the nose. 
In dangerous cases he dips the paper into ammonia,—Chicago Med. 
Review. 


A Prominent physician of this city who was taking a mixture of 
cascara sagrada and strychnia for constipation, discovered that the al- 
kaloid was acting as an aphrodisiac; not being in need of sucha 
remedy, he wrote a note to a neighboring druggist, in which he stated 
the case, and requested that the prescription be refilled, minus the 
strychnia. His messenger returned with the medicine and the follow- 
ing laconic reply: ‘‘Here’s your cascara; for G—d’s sake send me 
the strychnia!”—Obstetric Gazette. 
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Rhus Aromatica.—A Case.—Mr. H. was taken in October 
last with an irresistible desire to urinate every ten or fifteen minutes, 
passing only a few drops of high colored urine, followed by burning 
pain in the urethra. Complained of a ‘‘ letting down sensation in the 
region of the bladder,” after which a few drops of blood passed. 
Many times the urine was preceded by a flow of mucus and followed 
by considerable blood. The patient expressed himself as having, 
while urinating, a ‘‘desire to raise upon tip toe and pull hard on some- 
thing.” My experience with rhus aromatica in several severe cases, 
of urinary trouble, induced me to give it another trial. Not having 
the tincture on hand, we added twenty drops of the fluid extract to 
half a glass of water, and directed one teaspoonful every hour. In 
twenty-four hours all the severe symptoms were removed, and the pa- 
tient made a good recovery.—Med. Call. 


A SINGLE doctor like a sculler plies ; 

The patient lingers and by inches dies ; 

But two physicians, like a pair of oars, 

Watts him with swittness to the Stygian shores.— Zx. 


REJOINDER. 


Snooks, happy, cheerful, stout and well, 
Let all the Doctors go to h—, 

Snooks, with cramp colic, on his knees— 
Dear Doctor, come and give me ease ! 


Jamaica Dogwood.—In Brazil the Jamaica Dogwood has, it is 
said, (Therapeutic Gazette) an established reputation asa nervous 
sedative. Its action seems to be over the nervous centres; it causes 
sleep without producing the cerebral hyperemia, nausea and nervous 
disturbances, which succeed opium and morphia. The sleep is tran- 
quil and refreshing ; it soothes bronchial coughs, and moderates the 
paroxysm of asthma and nervous coughs. 

The active principle is a resinoid, soluble only in strong alcohol. 

The dose of the fluid extract is from 30 drops to two fluid drachms. 
It is applied externally as well as given internally. 

Its most valuable therapeutic use is assuaging nervous pain and 
producing sleep. 


Aconite in Remittent Fevers.—Dr. Gerald Bomford, of Fort 
William, Calcutta, writes to the Practitioner (London): The good 
effects of aconite in this class of fevers may be summed up as follows : 

1. It reduces the temperature. 

2. It reduces the rapidity of the pulse, and makes it full and strong. 

3. It cleans the tongue, and restores the digestive functions. 

4. It induces sleep. 

5. It increases the quantity of urine, and seems to have a direct 
effect in removing the symptomatic congestion of the kidneys. 

6. It promotes perspiration. I may add that it is exceedingly 
grateful to the palate of a fever patient. —Amer. Practitioner. 
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Diphtheria.—Dr. J. R. Jones says, in Detroit Lancet: Of the 
various remedies now used and advised which I have tried, Monsel’s 
solution of the subsulphate of iron has proved the most efficient for 
checking the spreading of the false membrane and causing its removal. 
Brushed on thoroughly with a camel’s hair pencil, or used as recom- 
mended by Dr. J. Lewis Smith, in his latest edition of ‘Diseases of 
Children,” it has, in my hands, proved eminently satisfactory. It 
does not burn nor irritate, but causes a disagreeable puckering of the 
throat, and although the patients do not like it, they readily submit to 
its application from the relief it affords. 


Treatment of Cholera Infantum.—Soltman, in. Breslau Aersil. 
Zeitschrift uses resorcin, in doses of ten to thirty centigrams (1 2-3 to 
5 grains), in 60 grams (two ounces) infusion of chamomile, for children 
a few months old. Its action is marked within two days, but a cure 
is obtained, on an average, in six days. 

Resorcin, like carbolic acid, is an anti-ferment, but it is not irrita- 
ting, and produces no symptoms of intoxication in medicinal doses, 
like the latter. Patients take it willingly and it is tolerated by the 
stomach ; under its influence the digestive tube quickly recovers its 
function of assimilation which it had lost.— x. 


Cure of Goiter by Fluoric Acid.—Dr. Edward Woakes gives, 
in the Lancet, adetailed account of a number of cases of goiter cured 
by fluoric acid internally. We begins treatment with fifteen minims of 
a one-half per cent. dilution of the acid three times a day, and, if ne- 
cessary, increases the dose to twenty, thirty, forty, or even seventy 
minims, and extends the time to several months. His results are quite 
remarkable, even in cases that had resisted iodine, bromine, iron, etc. 
In a few it was conjoined with injections of tincture iodine. Very few 
failed to be reasonably benefited, and in eighty-five per cent. the cure 
was decided.—/ndependent Practitioner. , 


Radical Cure of Rupture.—The secret method of cure prac- 
ticed by Dr. George Heaton successfully in one hundred and forty 
cases is now, after his death, published by Dr. J. H. Davenport. He 
injected extract of quercus alba into the hernial canal outside the peri- 
toneal sac, to excite a mild degree of irritation in the tendons and 
_ fascize, so as to lead to contraction. No fatal results followed nor any 
serious complications. It often cured, and when it failed great relief 
was obtained, so that a light truss sufficed to support the protrusion. 
—ILndependent Practitioner. 


Ice to the Abdomen in Typhoid Fever.—At a recent seance 
of the Societe Medicale des Hopitaux, M. L’abbe called attention to 
the efficacy of ice applications to the abdomen in typhoid fever, com- 
plicated or not. He related the case of a young girl attacked with 
typhoid, whose temperature exceeded 104°, and who appeared at the 
last extremity, who, under the influence of this treatment, was perfectly 
cured. M. L’abbe claims for this procedure a considerable lowering 
ofthe temperature and a notable amelioration of all the other symp- 
toms.—Canada Medical Record. 
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SCIENTIFIC ITEMS. 


Microscepic Examination of Blood.—The characteristic dis- 
tinctions of human blood and those of the blood of other animals are 
thus set forth in No. 2 of L’Orosi by Dr. Vincenzo Peset y Cervera, 
and if other physiologists will take the pains to verify his work, they - 
may play a very important part in medical jurisprudence. When 
blood is mixed with a little bile, small crystals not over 0.003 of a 
metre in size are formed ; but these crystals, the Doctor says, will show 
whence the blood had come. If from .man, the crystals will be rec- 
tangular prisms ; if from the horse, they will be cubes; if from the ox, 
they will be rhombohedrons ; if from the sheep, they will be rhombo- 
dric tablets ; if from the dog, they will be rectangular prisms, closely 
resembling the human forms; if from the rabbit, they will be tetrahe- 
drons; if from the squirrel, they will be hexagonal tablets ; if from the 
mouse, they will Le octahedrons; and if from common poultry, they 
will be cubes more or less perfect. There would seem to be room for 
more accurate research in this direction. —Drug. Circular. 


Transatlantic Cables and their Life.—The lite of a submarine 
telegraph cable is from ten to twelve years. Ifa cable breaks in deep 
water after it is ten years of age, it cannot be lifted for repairs, as it 
will break of its own weight, and the cable companies are compelled 
to put aside a large reserve fund in order that they may be prepared 
to replace their cables every ten years. The action of the sea water 
eats the iron wire completely away, and it crumbles into dust. while 
the core of the cable may be perfect. The breakages of cables are very 
costly, and it is a very difficult matter to repair them, in comparison 
with land lines. A ship has to be chartered at an expense of $500 a 
day for two or three weeks in fixing the locality and in avoiding bad 
weather, as cables can only be repaired in the calmest seasons. One 
break alone in the Direct Company’s cable cost $100,000 to repair, 
and the last chance left to the company was to make an agreement 
with the Anglo-American, so that they should be protected and have 
the use of that company’s line when their own was stopped. —/did. 


Providence of Bees.—The Melbourne correspondent of the Dun- 
dee Advertiser narrates the following interesting proof of the provident 
and far-seeing instinct of bees: Turning from men to insects, a sin- - 
gular circumstance is reported from a hot dry valley in New South 
Wales. Last year the drought there was of long duration, and the 
denizens of the apiaries suffered much from it. This year the bees 
have made provision against a similar emergency. They have filled 
a large number of the external cells in every hive with pure water in- 
stead of honey. It is thought that the instinct of the little creatures 
leads them to auticipate a hot summer. But that they should have 
gone further, and, by an act which, as far as I know, is without pre- 
cedent in the habits and customs of their tribes, have created reser- 
voirs to tide over the water famine, is a noteworthy fact indeed. 
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Electrical Science.—It is difficult to foresee into what functions 
of civilized life electricity is destined to enter; or rather, it would be 
hard to name any from which it will be excluded. Already we talk, 
write and travel by means of it; our streets and homes are illuminated 
by it, and it is an invaluable ally of the mechanician, the physician 
and the surgeon. We speak of it asa motor and an illuminating agent, 
although both of these applications of electricity are as yet in the ex- 
perimental stage. Of their success and ultimate wide utility, however, 
there can no more be a resonable doubt than of the progress toward 
perfection of any other of the useful arts. Whether it may not afford 
the solution of still another formidable problem—the heating of inte- 
riors of houses, and in general the supply of heat for domestic and 
mechanical purposes—is a question not yet practically investigated ; 
but there are evident reasons assignable why it may prove to be, if not 
a source of heat, at least a serviceable medium for its transmission. 
The recent triumphant success of the experiments made in the store- 
age of electricity by M. Faure, the French scientist, who was able to 
send a million foot-pounds of electrical energy from Paris to Glasgow, 
snugly packed in a box, prepare us for any extreme of daring or eccen- 
tricity onthe part of inventors in this field. 

With the new applications of electricity come manifold new dangers, 
which, however, will no doubt be easily removed when ascertained, 
The electric railway in Berlin developed an unforeseen propensity for 
shocking horses through the iron of their shoes when brought in con- 
tact with the rail. One horse fell down paralyzed, while others ran 
away in wild terror. In an eastern manufactory, not long since, an 
electric machine used for furnishing light for an adjacent store drew to 


its magnetic revolving armature a pair of scissors out of a man’s hand, 
and its own wires being cut by the broken and flying scissors the elec- 
trict current escaped from the fractured ends, and the room, as an ex- 
change describes the scene, was ‘‘filled to the ceiling with whirling 
lightning.” Happily, no one was injured; but it was a revelation of 
the terrible power which this fleet servant of mankind possesses—pow- 
er not only to serve, but also to rend and kill.—Lef. Mech. News. 


Bronzing Liquid.— 
Aniline red 10 drachms. 
Aniline purple 
Alcohol of 95 a pbenabab ncsesounemovecoees <oveeaw lew ounces. 
Benzoic acld.. pss bab sieensnusrivaboeses ies ecesseaiess: AO RAEN RIBS 
Dissolve the shine ates in die alcohol over a water bath, then 
add the benzoic acid, and boil the mixture for five or ten minutes, 
until the green color has ‘turned to a light brown. The liquid, on be- 
ing applied to metals, leather, wood, etc., exactly imitates bronze, 


To Remove Rusted Bolts.—To remove bolts that have rusted 
in, without breaking them, the most effective remedy that we know 
of, is the liberal application of petroleum. It rarely tails to accomplish 
the work, Care must be taken that the petroleum shall reach the 
rusted parts, and some time, must be allowed to give it a chance to 
penetrate beneath and soften the layer of rust, before the attemp: to 
remove the bolt is made. —/dzd. 
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PRACTICAL NOTES AND FORMULA. 


Sassafras Oil as a Remedy for Rhus-Poisoning.—Dr. H. 
Neeson, of Bellevue, La., writes to New Remedies the following : 

Allow me to suggest the free use of oil of sassafras in these cases. 
I have used it for years, and have never been disappointed in a single 
instance. The following is my prescription : 


Sweet oil (fresh cream is better) 3j; 30.00 Gm., 
Oil sassafras gtt. xv; 1.00 “ 


M. 8S. _Anoint the face, hands, and all affected parts well th«ee or 
four times a day. 


If the bowels are constipated or there are febrile symptoms, give sul- 
phate of magnesia as a laxative. Try it, and you will be satisfied 
with the results even in the most aggravated case.—Lowisville Med. 
ews. 


How to Cover the Odor of Iodoform.—One of our leading 
pharmacists sends us the following formula, which he claims will effec- 
tually mask the odor of iodoform: 


: 2.00 Gm., 
gtt. x; 0.30 J 
fl. Zij; 8.00 fl Gm, 
fl. 3 vi; 2400 “ M. 
Any one who reealls the many bad smelling substances which have 
been proposed for this purpose, will take comfort in the above.— /ézd. 


Treatment of Hay-Fever.— Dr. Hermann Hager, who has ob- 
served a case of catarrh with subsequent asthmatic trouble and loss of 
appetite, which closely resembled.the hay-fever of England and the 
United States, employed the following: 

BR Quinidixe Zijss;  10.00Gm.,- 
Tragacanthee ... Zi 4.00 * 
Altheea rad iV: 1.00 

8.00 

Glycerin 
Acid. hydrocblorice 
M. Mak- two hundred pills. Take three every two hours 


aa m eviij; 7.00 


The condition of the patient improved during the course of the first 
day, and upon the second day the patient was well. Six months after- 
ward the attack again occurred, but yielded readily to the same treat- 
ment. 

Hager thinks that hay-fever is caused more probably by the dust or 
spores of fungi than by the pollen of phenogamous plants.-—Pharm. 
Centralhalle, New Remedies. 


Dysentery and Diarrhcea.—We give below a number of for- 
mulz which experience has proven to be useful in dysentery and 
3 
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diarrhoea. Some of them may be found in the back volumes of our 
Journal, but are here reproduced for the benefit of our new subscrib- 
ers: 

For Acute Dysentery— 

1 drachm. 
8 ounces, 
BRTSMNNO na iicun vein snibeuasniveuneeeuue a caasies ees 4 grain. 

M. S. Take one tablespoonful every hour until the character of 
the discharge changes, and then once every two or three hours to keep 
up the impression. After pursuing this treatment one or two days, 
the patient keeping quiet and using a little boiled milk as a diet, the 
case recovers or may be arrested by administering an opiate. 


Another Excellent Remedy for Dysentery, especially of the 
billious form, is the following— 


RK Corrosive sublimate 
Water, 

Dose for an adult from half to one teaspoonful every three hours 
until the action of the liver is restored, when with or without an opiate 
the case usually recovers, usually within 48 hours. Salivation is not 
likely to occur in the use of this remedy unless long continued. 


Chloral in Dysentery.—When great tormina exists the following 
seldom fails to give relief in dysentery : : 


RK Chloral ; 
Thin starch 2 ounces. 


Use by enema. ‘The pain is relieved usually for several hours, the 
patient sleeping or resting quietly, when if necessary, it may be re- 
peated. If this remedy be first preceded by castor oil or epsom salts 
to remove all the offending matter, it will not unfrequently arrest the 
disease at once. 

Subnitrate of Bismuth in twenty grain doses for an adult is a 
good remedy in dysentery; or for children in cases of dysentery or 
dysenteric diarrhcea while teething, the following may be used: 

RK Subnitrate bismuth, 
Pepsin, 
Tannin, 
Pulv. cinnamon, aa 
As one dose every three hours in a child over one year old. 


_ For Dysenteric Diarrheea in children, especially when teeth- 
in 


BR Subnitrate bismuth ........ ..0ccccc ce ceeees ceceeceeeceees 2 drachms, 
Syr. ginger 1 ounce, 
‘Mucilage of gum arabic 3 drachms, 
Creosote 5 to 10 drops, 
Camph. water to make 6 ounces. 

Dose, one teaspoonful every three hours for a child one to two 
years old, 
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Sulphate of Zinc as a Caustic.—Prof. Simpson, in Annals of 
Surgery, sums up its advantages, as compared with other caustics, as 
follows : 

1. Its powerful escharotic action. 

The rapidity of its action. 

Its great simplicity and manageableness. 
Its facility of application. 

Its non-tendency to deliquesce or spread. 
Its perfect safety. 

7. Its efficacy. 

He speaks hesitatingly as to the seventh statement, but adds that he 
has seen not only the surface of cancroid and cancerous ulcers speedily 
and perfectly excavated by its application, but the surrounding charac- 
teristic induration became at the same time rapidly absorbed, and the 
remaining wound speedily cicatrices. The slough is of a white color 
and comes off on the fifth or sixth day. A mass or paste is made by 
mixing 

Sulph. Zine 
Sulphuric acid 


Headache of Dyspepsia.—If the headache is accompanied with 
atonic dyspepsia, and there is a clean tongue with weight and oppres- 
sion of the epigastrium, nitro-muriatic acid will be found serviceable 
before meals or three times per day. Dr. Day recommends the fol- 
lowing formula in his work On Headache: 


R Tinet. nue. vom ‘ 
Acid nitr. dil \aa 3J; 4.00 fl. Gm. 


Acid hydrochi dil 3 ij; 8.00 ‘¢ 
MING ES, QUTAING ois io e:5 0 655 6:s.01s:00.0:cisinye  ojerere siete Zvj; 24.00 


Aqe puree ad 3 vj; 180.00 
Misce. A tablespoonful in a wineglassful of water three times a day. 
— Medical Press and Circular. ' 


Digitalis.—The poisonous effects of this remedy as given in 
Taylor’s Jurisprudence is as follows: A young man swallowed a 
strong decoction of fox-glove by mistake for a purgative ; he was soon 
seized with vomiting, abdominal pains and purging. He died twenty- 
two hours after taking the poison. The pulse was slow and irregular. 
A common effect of the poison is to produce great depression of the 
heart’s action. What will this remedy do in an enfeebled condition 
of the heart? We all know that when the tincture is given in doses of | 
one-half to one drop every two hours, that it is one of our best heart 
tonics. — Ex, 


Stramonium.—I have as yet had but one indication for this 
remedy, and that is very direct and plain, said Dr. Gerard before the 
Massachusetts Eclectic Medical Society. In irritation of the neck of 
the bladder and the urethra in woman, with burning pains and a fre- 
quent desire to urinate, I have found stramonium to give relief usually 
in a few hours, or two or three days at the longest. Dose, one to 
three drops of the tincture every two or three hours. 
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Improved Chalked Mixture for Infantile Diarrhcea.— 


R_ Prepared chalk 
Loaf sugar, pulv 4 ounce. 
Glycerine 2 drachms. 
Cinnamon water 24 ounces. 
Creosote 


Dose, a teaspoonful every three hours. This preparation is more 
effectual than the old formula, and will not sour by keeping. 


Cholera Infantum.— 


R Creosote 
Lime water 


_ One teaspoonful with a teaspoonful of milk, breast milk ifa suckling ~ 
infant, repeated every one to two hours. Useful when vomiting is 
troublesome.—/Vaphey. 


Gelseminum.—Gelseminum is recommended in irritability of the 
nervous system with a determination to the brain, causing flushed 
face, contracted pupils, supra-orbital neuralgia, and is one of our best 
remedies. In hysterical spasms and in many cases of spermatorrhcea, 
it is very efficient— Chicago Med. Times. 


Bichromate of Potash.—This remedy has a peculiar effect upon 


mucous membranes. It so changes the functions of the mucous fol- 
licles as to cause them to secrete a tough, ropy mucus from the nose, 
mouth and throat. In mucous and membranous croup, better results 
are obtained from its use than from any other remedy. In chronic 
Laryngitis and bronchitis, with tough, stringy expectoration, it is one 
of our most useful remedies. Use the first decimal trituration, adding 
two or three grains to half a tumblerful of cold water, or enough to 
make the water a little yellow. Dose, a teaspoonful every half hour 
or hour.—£x. 


Chlorate Potassa.—If there is a specific in medicine this remedy 
is certainly one. In all cases of a foetid breath caused by a vitiated 
condition of the stomach and bowels, I never have known it to fail in 
a single case ; of course it will not relieve in cases caused by decayed 
teeth.—F. L. Gerald, M.D., Aled. Times. 


Belladonna in Dysentery.—Two to four drops of belladonna 
(tincture or fluid extract) be given every two to four hours until the 
griping pains and tenesmus ceases, and then gradually diminished in 
dose, will often relieve the most obstinate cases of acute dysentery. 


Primary Cancer of the Pancreas.—Dr. Kennig reports, in 
the Petersburg Medical Woch., February 2, a minute history of a 
case of this rare affection occurring in a woman aged fifty-three.— 
Med. News and Abstract. 
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A 


EDITORIALS AND MISCELLANEOUS. 


APOLOGY. 


The delay in the present issue of THE REcorD was occasioned by 
a move of our printing establishment to a new and better place. 
Our readers will please excuse us. 


The Lllustrated Scientific News, published by Munn & Co., 37 Park 
Row, New York, is a most interesting and instructive paper. 


There are three College advertisements in our Journal which our readers 
are requested toexamine. They are the JEFFERSON, Philadelphia ; 
MEDICAL COLLEGE OF LOUISIANA, New Orleans, and the 
SOUTHERN MEDICAL COLLEGE, Atlanta, Ga. 


Mellin’s Food for Infants and Invalids.—We invite special atten- 
tion to the advertisement ot Mellin’s Food for Infants to be found in 
this journal. We hope our medical friends will test the article. There 
surely is abundant need for such an article of food as this is described 
to be. 


JNO. B. LILLARD &CO., dealers in Instruments, Trusses, etc., 
Nashville, Tenn. We are in receipt of Hypodermic Syringes and 
Cremical Thermometers from this fine establishment, recently insti- 
tuted at Nashville. As a place to secure Instruments in the Surgical 
line, we feel safe in recommending this house as worthy the support and 
confidence of the Profession. In our dealings with this House we 
have found the Proprietors prompt, business-like and accommodating. 


“PIRATICAL MEDICAL JOURNALS.” 


The Editor of Medical Bulletin, in his August number, takes occa- 
sion to assault this journal, and two or three other respectable journals, 
for copying an article without giving credit therefor. 

That it is wrong totake matter from another journal without due 
credit, we freely admit; and we further admit that every one who may 
be thus imposed upon may justly claim his rights and ask a correction 
of an error committed; but we do not admit that he is ‘‘morally 
obliged” to pre-judge the motives of the party who has offended, and 
to proclaim him a plagiarist and impostor, who, while ‘‘lacking brain 
for original work possesses cunning enough to appropriate that of 
others.” Such is not the true and honorable way to correct an error. 
It is in itself antiscriptural and wrong, and may be done, as in the 
present case, in language so harsh and offensive as to constitute a 
wrong and a grievance even worse than that which he seeks to correct, 
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and to place himself in a most unenviable attitude before his brethren 
of the press, who must either reply in the harsh and unbecoming 
manner which such an assault naturally provokes, or else treat the 
matter with silent contempt. 

So far as this journal is concerned, we have never intentionally ap- 
propriated any matter from other journals without giving credit. Our 
printers are instructed to be careful in attaching the credit. 

In the case of extracts they are expected to find the name of the 
journal at the bottom of the article and attach it. The case now com- 
plained of was of this kind, being only a part of an article the credit to 
which was unintentionally omitted by the printer. Such oversights, 
we doubt not, have occurred with perhaps all of our contemporartes, 
and we have occasionally had articles so copied from our journal: but 
we have never been so uncharitable as to believe that they were in- 
tentionally appropriated, or that any of our brethren of the press 
could be guilty of such conduct. 

We have ever advocated a cordial and brotherly relation between 
the members of the medical press. We feel none of that envious or 
jealous spirit which would withhold a just credit to any one, and we 
have advocated at the editors’ association, and in our journal, a spirit of 
brotherhood, and a co-operation in the advancing of every scheme and 
effort at reform in respect to journalism, to medical education and to 
medical progress. 


LETTER FROM NEW YORK. 


The following is an extract from a letter addressed to the managing 
editor of this Journal: 

‘In visiting this great metropolis, and while traversing the portions 
of the city where there are so many tenement houses located, and each 
apartment densely inhabited by so many illy fed and poorly clad wo- 
men and children, bad sewerage and poor ventilation, you are con- 
strained to ask yourself what becomes of these people when they are 
taken sick? Well, they are cared for bv the many self-sacrificing 
people who, with tender feelings accompanied by rare sympathies, 
administer to their wants—which is shown by the many dispensaries 
and hospitals with which New York city abounds, where these unfor-. 
tunates can procure medicine and medical aid gratuitously. 

I have visited many of these institutions, and the women’s hospital 
is the finest of the kind in America. In charge of this hospital are 
four or five physicians of celebrity and distinction. Ihave seen sev- 
eral of them operate, but I can say of atruth that Dr. Emmet, as an 
operator, cannot be excelled in this city, nor do I believe in the world. 
The Doctor is polite, and 1s very regardful of physicians visiting the 
city. His corps of assistants are very gentlemanly. I believe the 
Doctor is an exclusive gynecologist, and may be termed a specialist. 
I have read with great satisfaction his late work, and his treatment in 
inflammation with hot water, and his insisting so much upon its use- 
fulness in practice is novel, but nevertheless true. 

The July number of your journal is received, and under the head of 
‘‘Original and Selected Articles” from your numerous writers who so 
ably contribute to that department, many of whom evince a high 
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mental culture and medical attainment, I cull, not unfrequently, prae- 
tical and instructive ideas. And also the Abstracts, Gleanings and 
Formule specially commend themselves to the medical profession, 
furnishing some of the best remedies in the treatment of diseases. I 
have used with marked success the tartaric acid in some aggravated 
cases of diphtheria, together with other remedies recommended under 
this heading. Yours truly, 
Jas. H. Low, M. D. 


tor East 65th St., New York City. 


THE INTERNATIONAL MEDICAL CONGRESS 


Assembled in London on the third day of August, 1881. The meet- 
ing was opened by an address trom the Prince of Wales, and the in- 
augural address was made by the President, Sir James Paget. 

Three thousand members were present as representatives of the pro- 
fession from ali parts of the world. 

There were present Sir Wm. Jenner, Sir Wm. Gull, Mr. McCor- 
mack, the Crown Prince of Prussia, and other dignitaries. Thus giv- 
ing patronage and honor to the profession of medicine never, perhaps, 
before extended in so marked a degree. 


BOOK NOTICES. 


CLINICAL LECTURES on the Diseases of Old Age; by J. M. 
Charcot, M.D., Professor in the Faculty of Medicine of Paris; Phy- 
sician to the Salpetriere ; member of the Academy of Medicine, of 
the Clinical Society of London, of the Society of Natural Sciences 
of Brussels; President of the Anatomical Society, etc. Translated 
by Leigh H. Hunt, B. Sc. M.D.; Laboratory Instructor in Patholo- 
gy in the Medical Department of the University of New York. 
With Additional Lectures by Alfred L. Loomis, M.D., Professor of 
Pathology and Practical Medicine in the Medicine Department of 
the University of New York; Consulting Physician to the Charity 
Hospital ; to the Bureau of Outdoor Relief; to the Central Dispen- 
sary, etc. New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 1881. 280 p. 8°. » W. 
B. Dalston, Agent, Atlanta, Ga. 


This is a very valuable Look, and treats of subjects of which the 
Profession in general is very ignorant. Should be read by every prac- 
titioner. 


A TREATISE ON CONTINUED FEVERS, by James C. Wilson, 
M.D., Physician to the Philadelphia Hospital and to the Hospital 
of the Jefferson Medical College and Lecturer on Physical Diag- 
nosis at the Jefferson Medical College ; Fellow of the College of Phy- 
sicians of Philadelphia, etc. New York, Wm. Wood & Co., 27 
Great Jones Street, 1881. W. B. Dalston, agent, Atlanta, Ga. 


This is one of Wood’s library standard. Octavo 365 p., neatly 
printed in plain type and containing much useful and practical know- 
ledge on an important class of fevers. As light and information on 
this prevalent class of affections is much needed, it is likely the work 
will be rapidly sought for. 
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RECEIPIED. 


1881—Drs. J P Simmons, J E Martin, Z T Young, A F Sanders, A A Hill, JS 
Green, JS Stoddard, J W Hoff, R K Hutchins, A Pinson, E A Speed, J L Hamilton, 
T B Meacham, AJ Kolb, F N Fitzhugh, A Q Oglesby, J H Boggan, G W Earle, W 
S Beall, J E Pope, J W Rickman. 1882—E Young, B R Bryant, M T Bell, J E Carter. 
1880—T B Savage. . 





SPECIAL NOTICES. 


Johason’s Fluid Beef.—Dr. Stevenson Macadam, Ph.D, F. R. 8.C., C.S., of 
Analytical Laboratory, Surgeon’s Hall, Edinburg, says: 

“This is a highly nutritious article of diet, contains all the elements of Flesh Food 
in a concentrated form, is very palatable and easily digested, and is eminently suited 
for dietic purposes, especially for invalids. Aithough this preparation has excep- 
tional recommendations, as a resuscitating stimulant for invalids, dyspeptics, chil- 
dren, infants and nursing mothers, its dietic qualities are none the less to be appre- 
ciated as an article of ordinary food. In the form of soup or as an addition to soups, 
it will supply the nutritive qualities they lack, thus forming a valuable, convenient 
and economical accession to the larder.” 


Vaccine Virus.—Richardson & Co., sole agents for the West, for Dr. Martin’s 
Cow Pox Virus. . 15 Ivory points, $2.00. A fresh supply alwayson hand. Also manu- 
—- of the valuable Nerve Tonic CELERINA. 710 Main Street, St. Lonis, 

issourl, 


Wm. R. Warner & Co.—This long established, reliable and popular house is 
so well and favorably known that it is unnecessary to commend it tothe profession 
wud to the trade. As manufacturing chemists they have become the pride of our 
country ; their fame has crossed the Atlantic, and their preparations are admirable 
andthe honor and reliability of the house is everywhere acknowledged. 


Mellin’s Food is prepared upon the principles advanced by Liebig. Liebig’s 
Food, as originally suggested, wasin a somewhat impracticable form, unsuitable tor 
distribution and exportation, and mothers and nurses would not undergo the trouble 
and sacrifice the time entailed by its daily preparation. Means had therefore to be 
found to prepare it in large quantities fit for commercial purposes. Mellin’s Food, 
thus prepared, is in the form of a dry extract, consisting entirely of soluble and as- 
similable matter, and perfectly fiee from starch and farinaceous substances. See 
advertisement. e 


Buffalo Lithia Waters, Va.—“In malarial poisoning, especially in chronic 
intermittent and remittent fevers, itisan invaluable remedy. Numerous cases 
have come under my observation in which these maladies have been arrested by the 
use of this water for six or eight weeks, aftera failure of protracted medical treat- 
ment, and much less liability to arelapse than when arrested merely by the usual 
anti-periodic remedies. Tne action of the Water seems to eliminate from thesyitem 
the poison which is the source of the disease, and to eradicate what may be termed 
the ‘Chill Habit.’ ”—£z. 


LISTERINE, anew and valuable contribution to antisepticsurgery. Itis a 
combination of the essential constituents of thyme, eucalyptus, baptisia, gaulthe- 
ria, and mentha arvensis. Beside these each fluid drachm contains two grains of re- 
tined and purified benzo boracie acid. These substances, carefully prepared and 
combinedgn a solution of uniform strength, cannot fail to do good service in the 
treatment of all affections requiring an antiseptic. 

The preparation is convenient, safe and agreeable. Locally it will be found of 
real value us a dressing for wounds, ulcers and abscesses. Jt may also be employed 
as a constituent of solutions for atomization in lung affections and of gargles in 
throat diseases, while internally it must prove efficacious in all forms of termentas 
tive indigestion. 


PARKE, DAVIS & CO., Detroit, Mich.—This large, reliable and s;Jendid 
establishment still maintains its high popularity, and is extending its active and 
thorough business operations to all sections of the Union, and even across the 
waters. The eflorts of this house to introduce new and valuable medicinal agents 
trom abroad, have proven eminently successful, and have resulted in adding many 
important articles to the armamentarium of the practitioner. 


=ore of ELLIOTI’S SADDLE BAGS are sold than all other patterns com- 
bined. One thousand have been shipped to different parts of the country since Jan- 
uary Ist. The proprietor invites a thorough investigation and comparison of every 
Bag inthe market. The U.S. Government did this in 1879, and adopted the EL- 
LIOTT.  octors that dothe same thing get the standard article. Send for circular 
to A. A. DELLIER, 709 Washington Avenue, St. Louis, Mo. 


BEDFORD ALUM AND IRON SPRINGS.—The advertisement of these 
Springs may be seen in another part of this Journal, and should be carefully read. 
Tne Editors have tested its virtues. It is an excellent remedy in hremoptisis, or as 
an anti hemorrhagic in any case, especially of a passive character. As an injection 
in gleet, gonorrboa, leucorrheea, ete., it is highly useful. As a gargle in ulcerated 
sore throat it is very efficacious. In chronic diarrhoea it is often useful, and given in 
small doses, in the night sweats of phthisis it has been found an excellent remedy. 





